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Just last week, Peter had it so right: You are the Christ, the Son of the living God. (Matthew 
16:16)  This week, Peter has it so wrong that it’s satanic.  Jesus began to tell them, I’m going to 
Jerusalem and I’m going to be killed there.

And Peter says, that’s silly. NEVER.  Crazy talk, bad plan, Jesus.  To drive a wedge between 
Christ and the cross is the devil’s talk.  So Jesus says to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan.”  A cross is 
not optional for Jesus - it is the very reason He is here and the means by which He will suffer and 
die for the sins of the world.

We sometimes think we’d like to know what exactly God’s plans are - this episode is a pretty 
good example of a human not really being able to handle knowing God’s plan.  Did you ever see 
the picture of a whole bunch of Christians in a lions den and at the bottom of the picture it says: 
Jesus loves you and has a wonderful plan for your life.  God has crosses in store for us.  And 
though sometimes they are heavier than others, the cross is not optional in the Christian life.

Jesus says, want to be a disciple of mine?  Grab a cross and get in line behind me. 

These are some words that our “things of men” thinking minds don’t like to hear.  First the cross, 
then the crown.  But with Peter, we’re not a fan of crosses, they’re painful after all, so no thanks 
on the suffering and distress and pain, we’ll go for some victories and a crown right away, 
please.

But Jesus says this is the way: deny ourselves.  Which is to say, our self-righteousness, our 
selfishness, our self-centered, self-pleasing, old self, our sinful natures, must die. 

You know the way are annoyed by having to wait in line, we get angry with other drivers and say 
bad things about people we work with?  It’s all because the old sinful self wants me first, my 
way, everyone else out of the way please.   We think the universe revolves around my will, my 
wants, my opinions, my rights and my need to be right most of the time.

Jesus knows that the sin in us threatens our life with Him and so He says: Whoever wishes to 
save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it.  That old heart can’t be 
reformed and improved, it must be crucified.  And so, to rescue us from ourselves, God sends 
crosses.  To loosen our attachment to things that cannot save our souls.

But this denying yourself, this dying is painful.  Ever see a person who is addicted to heroin go 
through withdrawal when they are in rehab?  It’s horrible those first few days.  My sinful nature 
hates giving up my life with me at the center that much; it kicks and screams.  

To bear my cross is to fight, struggle, and stumble my way back again and again and again to the 
cross of Jesus Christ in repentance.  And that is exactly the point, to end up at the cross of Jesus.  
And it is worth every ounce of the pain.  The crosses take all shapes and sizes, physical and 
emotional and more, but God designs them and they are actually instruments of God’s healing.  
He wishes to use them to pull us closer.

So what can I say to you today but what Jesus says? Deny yourself.  Give up the love affair with 
yourself again today. Repent, because in losing your life, you find life.



From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and 
suffer many things at the hands of the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that 
he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.  

I have to go to Jerusalem with Him.  I have to see Him taken up on His cross.   Come close to the 
cross again and see: God’s anger at me and my sin is put on the innocent One.  I have to see Him 
lose His life to save mine.  I have to see forgiveness in every drop of blood.  And I have to stay 
for the third day, in all its splendor.  I have to hear, “Because I live, you also will live.” 

Real life, lasting life, I see, is not found in gaining things or holding on to the things precious to 
me; real life, life in God, must be given to me. 

There’s just one way to that Jerusalem from Salt Lake.  Just one way God pulls me through 
dying with Jesus and into life without end in Jesus. It’s called the Gospel.  It gets your head wet, 
it tastes like unleavened bread and grape wine, and it fills your ears.  The Holy Spirit teaches us 
to believe what that gospel says: That Jesus Christ on that cross did not just die for someone, He 
died for me.  He died for me because I could not save myself in any way.  He died for me.  And 
He rose for me - and there’s a crown in store for me.  Jesus cross heals us.

This kind of self-sacrificing love is so powerful it draws us in.  And Jesus’ cross changes us as 
we keep going to Jerusalem. It creates a desire in us to be rid of that damned old self and have 
the life of God, even if that means a cross on our backs.  We want God’s will to be done and we 
want to do it. 

If you follow Christ, you carry cross. God hasn’t promised us a rose garden.  But God 
encourages us: He’s promised that there will be strength for every weaknesses, hope for every 
heartache, peace in all turmoil and consolation in every pain.  Because God is not apart from the 
crosses.  Some say, God is everywhere, and it’s true, but its not particularly helpful when you’re 
bearing a cross.  As crosses presses, you are most likely to question his presence and his 
goodness.  And Jesus wants us to be able to see it - He is IN this.  He’s there, and He’s there to 
love you, He’s there to say, I give you life, I give you what you need, you will not lose me.     

It may be anything but easy to walk, but at the end of the road, the cross will be gone.  And it 
will be so good, you’ll never remember the pain today.  Thank God, it’s not our cross-carrying 
that earns us a crown, it’s all because Jesus has already traded you, giving you His righteousness 
and taking your sins to Jerusalem.  And so first the cross as we follow Him, but at the end of the 
road we’ll trade in these crosses for a crown of glorious eternal life.  And until then, we rest in 
what He has done for us.

It’s really not a matter of whether we die spiritually and physically…it’s just a matter of how.  
Let’s die with Jesus, because in that death there is life!

So, grab your cross and get in line - in other words, Jesus wants to have you along!  Working 
with Him, thinking about the things of God, not the things of men.  

Revelation 2:10  Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you the crown of life.  
Amen.


