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There’s so much hatred and bitterness and revenge in our world.  And people have become very, very 
good at noticing the sins aware of others right now.  And not just sins of the present, but the past, the 
sins of 10, 20, 30 years ago are on display.  And about all anyone seems to know to do is cancel the 
sinner. 

Does it stir some joy in you that Jesus still wants to talk about forgiveness for the sinner?  Isn’t it nice to 
hear a story like Joseph and his brothers - a story of setting aside anger…a happy ending with 
forgiveness and a relationship restored?  

Then the story Jesus told of guy who owed the king a crazy amount of money - millions, maybe billions, 
of dollars.  And now he had to answer for his debt.  And there was no way he could pay.  He and his wife 
and kids done for.   A payment plan, please, dear king?  When he begged for mercy, the King cancelled 
his tab. All gone. This riduculously large debt met with huge mercy.  The man’s whole life rearranged in 
a moment of mercy and he can stroll out of the palace with a fresh start.  A new life!!! 

Happy ending!  So the first half of the story is about you cannot, you could never, earn forgiveness.  
But our Lord is full of mercy.  He cancels the debt, not the sinner. 

Now something else ridiculous.  The guy who just got the gift of a lifetime - billions forgiven -  goes out 
and chokes another guy that owes him a few grand cause he wants his money and he wants it now? 
Ridiculous, but not unreal. 

The devil wins.  And hearts and souls get filled with poison instead of cleansing and healing. 

The man is called back in: ‘I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to.  Shouldn’t 
you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?’  The man who would not live out 
the mercy shown to him is called back in and the master gives him his old life back. - to the prison with 
you. 

Here’s the question for you today: What kind of tab are you holding on to?  In other words, what is God 
asking you to forgive and what will you do about it?  And I wonder, if it’s just your pastor, or if you are 
feeling it too…that you’re a little closer to the unforgiving servant than you’d like to admit? 

You’ve got wounds and some of them don’t seem to want to go away.  People have been selfish and 
unfair to you, they’ve been greedy, they’ve lied, they’ve stolen and it hurts.  You know what we call it 
when this happens to you?  Wicked.  Evil.  Bad. Wrong.  Because that’s what it is.  And you can feel 
that, painfully. 

Now what will you, dear child of God, what will you do with it?  Is it the happy ending, or poison?  
Releasing, or stewing? 

You can find a hundred excuses, can’t you? 

We get addicted to our hatred and toxic grudges and imagine that we’re so very righteous. Here’s a little 
secret that you know but we all forget – when won’t forgive, it hurts you more than the person who hurt 
you.  It messes with your conscience and multiplies evil. And that’s no way to live.  But it’s worse than 
feeling guilty – this is how my heavenly Father will treat you unless you forgive your brother from 
your heart.  God actually hates unforgiveness - if we won’t forgive, we set ourselves up against God 



and really set up ourselves as god:  I am the judge of who gets forgiveness and who doesn’t. (Thanks, Rev 
Smith) 

Imagine the one you can’t forgive right now.  Think about that person right now.  The person who did 
you wrong and it has affected you.  What is God asking you to forgive and what will you do with it? 

Come on in to the throne room.  The King wants to see you because it’s time to settle accounts.  He 
knows that you owe billions.  And you have to answer to him.  Lord, have mercy.  I have held anger and 
hate in my heart.  I have played Satan’s game.  However horribly others have hurt us, we’ve hurt you, 
our good God, immeasurably more. I may not have wanted to, but I have.  And I’m the one, who doesn’t 
deserve to be forgiven. 

Your master took pity on you, canceled the debt and let you go. That’s it.  Release.  He let go of your 
sin and laid it all on your brother.  There’s the King, on the throne of the cross, and what does He say? 

Father, forgive them.  From His cross He is begging release for the ones crucifying him, because His 
love is stronger than hatred. “It is finished,” paid in full, account settled, tab wiped out.  Your anger and 
your grudges and your hatred are absorbed into Jesus.  

I’d like to remind you this morning that Jesus not only died for the sins you’ve done, but He died even 
for the sins against you.  Surely He carried your sorrows, the hits you’ve taken.  And the blood of Jesus 
purifies us from EVERY sin. So let those sins be on Him.  Why would you want to carry them on your 
heart?  It’s not going to get you anywhere good. He died all of it and there is a very happy ending: He is 
risen and He lives.   And you are alive in Him.  I forgive you all your sins in the name of Jesus.  It’s not 
okay, tomorrow do better.  The Gospel says: Jesus lived for you, Jesus died for you, Jesus rose for you.   
And you are totally forgiven.   Whatever your sin, His mercy is more. 

What is God asking you to forgive and what will you do with it?  Nothing on your own.  But don’t tell 
me or God or anyone else you CAN’T forgive.  Don’t give Satan that pleasure.  Don’t cut yourself off 
from the grace of God working through you.  You are the forgiven, the chosen, the baptized, you are IN 
CHRIST JESUS.  

If someone needs to pay for something, Jesus will take care of it.  Let vengeance be His.  And I’m not 
saying it’s easy, it’s sometimes the hardest thing in the world to forgive.  Pray, take and eat, hug the 
promises of God, struggle against the devil, come see your pastor.  God is still at work -  I’ve seen God’s 
people forgive some things I thought they never could. That’s what happens when grace happens to us. 

How about going for happy endings?  How about we work with God for healing and unity and love?  
That would be a nice mark for you to leave on your family and your church and the little circle of people 
God put in your life.  You be the one, in this world of haters, to be like Jesus, be about forgiveness and 
mercy, going for happy endings. 

Come up to the table, and bring your resentment and anger and the debts you haven’t let go of yet.  And 
let that poison drain our here, let the blood of Christ in this wine wash it all out of you and stroll out of 
this palace with a fresh start. 

You leave different than you came.  Debt canceled.  It’s your story. Oh, the freedom of being a child of 
God.  Have fun living it this week.   Amen.


