
THE TRANSFIGUATION OF OUR LORD

FEBRUARY 14, 2021  ✠  8:00 AM AND 10:15 AM



PRINCE OF PEACE 

    LUTHERAN CHURCH AND SCHOOL  

WWW.POPSLC.ORG             801-261-3808 

  

A SPECIAL WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS!
We’re thrilled that you are here and we want you to feel at home.  
✴ Restrooms are near the door that you came in today.
✴ The service is printed in this worship folder.  Join in as your comfortable.  

Ask anyone if you’re lost - they’ll be glad to help!
✴ We’re glad you brought your kids! We know and Jesus knows that little 

kids have a hard time sitting quietly sometimes.  They are still welcome 
here.  Jesus said: Let the little children come to me!  If your little one is 
restless, feel free to spend a minute in the entryway, you should still be 
able to hear through speakers.

✴ If you could use some hearing assistance, please ask the usher in the 
entryway, we have headsets available.

Please introduce yourself to Pastor Peil.  He would love to meet you and 
serve you however he can!
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TRANSFIGURATION
For more than 500 years, the Church has 
celebrated the Sunday known as the Festival of 
the Transfiguration of Our Lord.  The word 
“transfiguration” simply means “a change in 
appearance.”  It refers to the account in the 
Gospel for today when Jesus shone forth in all 
His heavenly glory as the Son of God.

Jesus gave His disciples a glimpse of His glory 
because the cross was coming.  Jesus left that 
mountain and headed to Jerusalem where He 
would suffer, die and rise again for all mankind.  
This morning’s glimpse of glory teaches us that 
Jesus didn’t endure the cross because He was 
forced to.  He went to the cross because He 
chose to!  That’s how much He loves you.

Transfiguration Sunday ends the Epiphany 
season where we have witnessed the glory and 
power of Jesus revealed.  The next time we 
gather it will be the season of Lent, a time of 
reflection on our Savior’s suffering.  So today, we 
say and sing our last Alleluia’s until the Festival of the Resurrection of Our Lord.
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THE DIVINE SERVICE
   The congregation speaks and sings the words in BOLD type.   

OPENING HYMN | How Good, Lord, To Be Here

1. How good, Lord, to be here! 
Your glory fills the night;

Your face and garments, like the sun, 
Shine with unborrowed light.

2. How good, Lord, to be here 
Your beauty to behold,

Where Moses and Elijah stand, 
Your messengers of old.

3. Fulfiller of the past, 
Promise of things to be,

We hail your body glorified 
And our redemption see.

4. Before we taste of death, 
We see your kingdom come;

We long to hold the vision bright 
And make this hill our home.

5. How good, Lord, to be here! 
Yet we may not remain;

But since you bid us leave the mount, 
Come with us to the plain.

INVOCATION 
Please stand.
In the name of the Father and of the Son ✙ and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, 
asking Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.
Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  
For faithless worrying and selfish pride,  
For sins of habit and sins of choice, 
For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,  
You should cast me away from your presence forever.  
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 

silence for personal reflection
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Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, 
God made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the 
word of Christ through His called servant: 
I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son ✙ and of 
the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.

LORD HAVE MERCY   
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
For the well being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from You 
all they need to sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the spread of Your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who 
are lost in sin may be brought to faith in You, hear our prayer, O Christ.
Christ, have mercy.
For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the hope of 
heaven as we await Your return, hear our prayer, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord of life, live in us that we may live for You.
Amen.

THE WORD OF GOD
PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.    O God, in the glorious transfiguraton of Your only begotten 
Son, You confirmed the mysteries of the faith by the testimony of Moses and 
Elijah, and in the voice that came from the bright cloud You foreshadowed 
our adoption as Your sons. In Your mercy, make us co-heirs of glory with 
Jesus our King and bring us at last to heaven; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen.
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Be seated. 

FIRST READING  |  2 Kings 2:1-12a
Elijah was the great prophet who taught repentance, and Elisha a faithful prophet who also 
proclaimed the Word of the Lord.  But Jesus is shown to be the fulfillment of all the Law and 
the Prophets as He stands with Elijah on the mount of transfiguration today.

When the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven in a whirlwind, Elijah 
and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal.  Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; 
the LORD has sent me to Bethel.” 
But Elisha said, “As surely as the LORD lives and as you live, I will not leave 
you.” So they went down to Bethel.  
The company of the prophets at Bethel came out to Elisha and asked, “Do 
you know that the LORD is going to take your master from you today?” 
“Yes, I know,” Elisha replied, “so be quiet.” 
Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, Elisha; the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” 
And he replied, “As surely as the LORD lives and as you live, I will not leave 
you.” So they went to Jericho. 
The company of the prophets at Jericho went up to Elisha and asked him, 
“Do you know that the LORD is going to take your master from you today?” 
“Yes, I know,” he replied, “so be quiet.” 
Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” 
And he replied, “As surely as the LORD lives and as you live, I will not leave 
you.” So the two of them walked on. 
Fifty men from the company of the prophets went and stood at a distance, 
facing the place where Elijah and Elisha had stopped at the Jordan.  Elijah 
took his cloak, rolled it up and struck the water with it. The water divided to 
the right and to the left, and the two of them crossed over on dry ground. 
When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me, what can I do for you 
before I am taken from you?” 
“Let me inherit a double portion of your spirit,” Elisha replied.  
“You have asked a difficult thing,” Elijah said, “yet if you see me when I am 
taken from you, it will be yours—otherwise, it will not.”  
As they were walking along and talking together, suddenly a chariot of fire 
and horses of fire appeared and separated the two of them, and Elijah went 
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up to heaven in a whirlwind. Elisha saw this and cried out, “My father! My 
father! The chariots and horsemen of Israel!” And Elisha saw him no more. 

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

SECOND READING  |  2 Corinthians 4:3-6

The glory of Christ is hidden, as behind a veil, to the natural mind.  In the preaching the 
Gospel, in hearing the voice of Jesus, the veil is ripped away so that we see how miserable we 
are apart from Christ but then how delightful and glorious it is to live in and with Him, the 
Light, the beautiful Savior.

And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. The 
god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see 
the light of the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the image of 
God. For what we preach is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and 
ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. For God, who said, “Let light shine 
out of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the 
knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face of Christ.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

VERSE OF THE DAY | Mark 9:7b
Alleluia.  A voice came from the cloud: “This is My Son, whom I love.  Listen 
to Him.”
Alleluia!

THE HOLY GOSPEL  |  Mark 9:2-9
Please stand.

Jesus pulls back the curtain for a moment so that His disciples see what glory is hidden in 
the Savior who chose to set aside His glory to live and die in a lowly way.  It is a glimpse, a 
preview, of their own future glory.

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, chapter 9.
Glory be to You, O Lord.
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After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with him and led them up a 
high mountain, where they were all alone. There he was transfigured before 
them. His clothes became dazzling white, whiter than anyone in the world 
could bleach them. And there appeared before them Elijah and Moses, who 
were talking with Jesus. 
Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three 
shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” (He did not know 
what to say, they were so frightened.) 
Then a cloud appeared and covered them, and a voice came from the cloud: 
“This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!” 
Suddenly, when they looked around, they no longer saw anyone with them 
except Jesus. 
As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus gave them orders not to tell 
anyone what they had seen until the Son of Man had risen from the dead.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to You, O Christ!

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, Romans 10:10; Dt 6:4
the Father, the Almighty, Matthew 6:9; Ex 6:3 
maker of heaven and earth, Genesis 1:1; John 1:1
of all that is, seen and unseen. Colossians 1:16

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, Romans 10:9
the only Son of God, Matthew 16:16
eternally begotten of the Father, John 3:16
God from God, Light from Light,      John 1:1,8:12,17:22
true God from true God, Colossians 2:9
begotten, not made, John 1:2
of one being with the Father. John 10:30
Through him all things were made. Hebrews 1:2; John 1:3
For us and for our salvation, 1 Tim 2:4; Rom 3:23 
he came down from heaven, John 6:41; Luke 15:20
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, Luke 1:34-35
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and became fully human. John 1:14
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. Mk 15:25; Jn 19:16-18
He suffered death and was buried.       Jn 19:1-3; Lk 23:53
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.      1 Cor 15:4; Lk 24:6
He ascended into heaven        Acts 1:9
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. Acts 7:55
He will come again in glory Matthew 26:64
to judge the living and the dead, Acts 10:42; My 3:12
and his kingdom will have no end. 2 Peter 1:11

We believe in the Holy Spirit, Jn 14:26; Acts 2:38
the Lord, the giver of life, Genesis 1:2; John 3:6
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, John 15:26
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, Mt 3:16-17;Lk 
who has spoken through the prophets. Ez 11:5; 2 Pt 1:20-21
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 1 Peter 2:5; Eph 2:19-22
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. Ephesians 4:5; Acts 2:38
We look for the resurrection of the dead 1 Co 15:35-49; 1 Thes 4
and the life of the world to come. Amen. Psalm 106:48
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Peter, James and John are allowed to see Christ’s glory so that when 
they witness his anguish and death they may know that these terrible 
moments are freely embraced by the God-made-human who is Jesus, 
and held within the infinite depth of life. 
It is surely not an accident that it is Peter and James and John who 
are also with Jesus in Gethsemane: the extreme mental and spiritual 
agony that appears there is the test of what has been seen in the 
transfiguration. We are shown that God can be God even in the very 
heart of human terror.   ROWAN WILLIAMS 



HYMN OF THE DAY  |  Jesus, Take Us to the Mountain
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SERMON Mark 9 See His Glory; Listen to Him

OFFERING  | Moved by God’s love in Christ, we return to God our first and best gifts, purely out 
    of thanks to Him. 

We pause so that those who wish may use our app to make an offering or may place 
their offering in the plate on the table in the entryway.
To donate online, text princeofpeace (no spaces) to 77977. You’ll receive a link in 
response. Follow the link to the Prince of Peace secure giving page.

Please stand.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Because the Lord who was transfigured also died, rose, ascended and reigns 
for us, let us in the Holy Spirit pray to our heavenly Father with confidence.
Glorious Father, at Your Son’s transfiguration, You called us to listen to Him. 
Open our reluctant ears to hear His Word, and give us faith to believe it. 
Guide and empower those You call to preach Your Gospel, and give to Your 
pastors humility, boldness and love for Your people. Lord, in Your mercy,                                              
hear our prayer.
Holy Father, Peter, James and John saw Your Son’s glory on the mountain. 
Teach us to see His glory in the promises of Holy Baptism and Your Word 
and Supper, so that in the midst of this troubled world we look forward to 
the glory that He will share with us on the Last Day. By Your Holy Spirit, 
create in us repentant faith to receive Your free forgiveness. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer.
Compassionate Father, the Israelites grieved for Moses and we grieve for 
those who have died, but we do not grieve as those who have no hope. We 
give You thanks for Moses, Elijah, Peter, James, John and all who lived and 
died trusting Jesus. Teach us to emulate their faith and good works. Comfort 
all who mourn with the promises of Your presence now and a future reunion 
of all baptized believers in heaven.  Lord, in Your mercy, 
hear our prayer.
Gracious Father, fix our thoughts on Jesus, the Apostle and High Priest whom 
we confess.  Even at His Transfiguration, His eyes were focused on His 
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departure at Jerusalem, so set our hearts on His crucifixion, resurrection and 
ascension for us, so that we joyfully welcome Him when He returns with the 
full glory that was glimpsed at His Transfiguration. Lord, in Your mercy, 
hear our prayer.

Special intercessions may be inserted here.
Into Your hands, dear Father, we place ourselves and all those for whom we 
pray, trusting that You are merciful because of Your Son who was 
transfigured, died and rose to life for us, who now lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE HOLY SACRAMENT

PREFACE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is good and right so to do.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD JESUS
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when 
he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take 
and eat. This is my ✙ body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance 
of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from 
it all of you; this is my ✙ blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for 
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you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen.

O Christ, Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world.  Have mercy on 
us and grant us Your peace.  Amen.
 Be seated.

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Children and those who are not communicant members of our church may come forward 
for a blessing. Those who do are asked to cross their arms on their chest to indicate this. 
Prince of Peace practices closed communion, because the Bible teaches it and because we 
love you.  That means we ask that only members of Prince of Peace or other 
congregations in our fellowship take the Lord’s Supper this morning. 
Please speak to Pastor Peil about communing with us in the future if you’re not part of 
our congregation!  Thank you for your understanding.

A Person Prayer before receiving Holy Communion
Dear Savior, we come to Your table at Your gracious invitation to eat and drink Your holy body and 
blood. Let us find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy sacrament in faith for the salvation of our 
souls and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen.
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Let your religion be less a theory 
and more of a love affair.                                 
- G.K. CHESTERTON



DISTRIBUTION HYMN  |  Down From the Mount of Glory
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN  |  Beautiful Savior

Beautiful Savior, King of creation,
Son of God and Son of Man!

Truly I'd love thee, Truly I'd serve thee,
Light of my soul, my Joy, my Crown.

Fair are the meadows, Fair are the woodlands,
Robed in flow'rs of blooming spring;

Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer;
He makes our sorr'wing spirit sing.

Fair is the sunshine, Fair is the moonlight,
Bright the sparkling stars on high;

Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer,
Than all the angels in the sky.

Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations,
Son of God and Son of Man!

Glory and honor, Praise, adoration,
Now and forevermore be thine!

After the distribution, the pastor speaks this blessing:

The true body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen and 
keep you to life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER AND BLESSING 
Please stand.

O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent 
your Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have 
given us pardon and peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will not 
forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we 
willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.
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The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 
Amen.

FAREWELL TO ALLELUIA

Lent begins this Wednesday.  We give up Alleluia today as part of our custom, 
with centuries of Christians, as a reflection of a journey that is serious.  We don’t 
want to pretend that we don’t know the end, we do and it is good and we’ll crank 
that organ and sing alleluia after alleluia on a Sunday morning seven weeks from 
now.  But we want to walk with Jesus in the sort of way that those disciples did, 
taking it all in, staring in wonder and amazement at the pains that He will endure.  
While we don’t need to be sad, we also aren’t here for a party in Lent, we’re here 
for grace and repentance and a new way of life.  We’re here to see how far He 
will go, what He’ll give up.  We’re here to be shocked by the love of God and 
changed by His glory. 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, when we next gather for worship, it will be 
Ash Wednesday, the first day of Lent. On that day we will begin our solemn 
journey to the Savior’s cross.
While the joy of faith remains undiminished throughout the year, our 
rejoicing during Lent is muted and quiet. For centuries, therefore, the 
Christian churches have omitted their most jubilant songs during this season, 
including the word alleluia, which means, “praise the Lord.”
Now for a time we say farewell to alleluia. We do this to prepare ourselves 
for the quieter days of Lent. The alleluias will return on Easter dawn as we 
gather to shout our praise to the risen Lord.
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Thank you to Amy Sehloff for accompanying the Divine Service with music today!
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Alleluia, Song of Gladness



Sometimes we grow resentful as we grow older. When our image of an ideal life evaporates and painful 
historical, personal, family, or financial realities break through to the surface, it can be most disturbing. Let 
us try to see the pain of our human and spiritual journey “from above.” The great art is to gradually trust that 
life’s interruptions are the places where God is molding you into the person you are called to be. 
Interruptions are not disruptions of your way to holiness, but rather are places where you are being formed 
into the unique person God calls you to be. You know you are living a grateful life when whatever happens 
is received as an invitation to deepen your heart, to strengthen your love, and to broaden your hope. You are 
living a grateful life when something is taken away from you that you thought was so important and you 
find yourself willing to say, “Maybe I’m being invited to a deeper way of living.”     - HENRI NOUWEN 

Concerning the Ashes of Ash Wednesday 

The prophet Jeremiah, for example, calls for repentance this way: "O daughter of my people, gird on 
sackcloth, roll in the ashes" (Jer 6:26).  The prophet Isaiah, on the other hand, critiques the use of sackcloth 
and ashes as inadequate to please God, but in the process he indicates that this practice was well-known in 
Israel: "Is this the manner of fasting I wish, of keeping a day of penance: that a man bow his head like a 
reed, and lie in sackcloth and ashes? Do you call this a fast, a day acceptable to the Lord?" (Is 58:5). 

The prophet Daniel pleaded for God to rescue Israel with sackcloth and ashes as a sign of Israel's 
repentance: "I turned to the Lord God, pleading in earnest prayer, with fasting, sackcloth and ashes" (Dn 
9:3).  Perhaps the best known example of repentance in the Old Testament also involves sackcloth and 
ashes. When the prophet Jonah finally obeyed God's command and preached in the great city of Nineveh, 
his preaching was amazingly effective. Word of his message was carried to the king of Nineveh. "When the 
news reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his throne, laid aside his robe, covered himself with 
sackcloth, and sat in the ashes" (Jon 3:6). 

Prior to the New Testament period, the rebels fighting for Jewish independence, the Maccabees, prepared 
for battle using ashes: "That day they fasted and wore sackcloth; they sprinkled ashes on their heads and 
tore their clothes" (1 Mc 3:47; see also 4:39).  In the New Testament, Jesus refers to the use of sackcloth and 
ashes as signs of repentance: "Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty deeds done 
in your midst had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would long ago have repented in sackcloth and 
ashes" (Mt 11:21, Lk 10:13). 
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Thomas Talley, an expert on the history of the liturgical year, says that the first clearly datable liturgy for Ash 
Wednesday that provides for sprinkling ashes is in the Romano-Germanic pontifical of 960. Before that 
time, ashes had been used as a sign of admission to the Order of Penitents. As early as the sixth century, the 
Spanish Mozarabic rite calls for signing the forehead with ashes when admitting a gravely ill person to the 
Order of Penitents. At the beginning of the 11th century, Abbot Aelfric notes that it was customary for all the 
faithful to take part in a ceremony on the Wednesday before Lent that included the imposition of ashes. 
Near the end of that century, Pope Urban II called for the general use of ashes on that day. Only later did this 
day come to be called Ash Wednesday. 

In the 12th century the rule developed that the ashes were to be created by burning palm branches from 
the previous Palm Sunday. Many parishes today invite parishioners to bring such palms to church before 
Lent begins and have a ritual burning of the palms after Mass.  All of this, of course, well before the time of 
Luther. 

Ashes in the Church were never seen beyond the penitential connection and never were accorded even a 
quasi-sacramental status.  You would hardly know it, though, since some of the largest crowds in the year 
will show up to receive ashes on Ash Wednesday.  

[…This Wednesday] we will again be marked with the sign of the cross and show forth in this outward way 
the repentant heart inside -- remembering well that the work of repentance is the very work of the Spirit 
within us and nothing about which we can boast.      - LARRY PETERS 

Happy Valentines Day!

This is love: “For God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but 

have eternal life” (John 3:16)
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ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE 

7:00 pm 

February 17, 2021 

Ashes are also available from 7 am to noon.   

School chapel service is at 8:45 am. 

PRINCE OF PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH AND SCHOOL 
www.popslc.org  www.facebook.com/poplutheranslc 801.261.3808 

Tyler Peil, Pastor   tyler.peil@popslc.org  cell: 402.936.3655 
          Jonathan Meyer, Vacancy Pastor       jfacseln@gmail.com                                                

Michael Paulsen, Principal mike.paulsen@popschool.org cell: 262.490.4772
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