
THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD
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A SPECIAL WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS!
We’re thrilled that you are here and we want you to feel at home.  
✴ Restrooms are near the door that you came in today.
✴ The service is printed in this worship folder.  Join in as your comfortable.  

Ask anyone if you’re lost - they’ll be glad to help!
✴ We’re glad you brought your kids! We know and Jesus knows that little 

kids have a hard time sitting quietly sometimes.  They are still welcome 
here.  Jesus said: Let the little children come to me!  If your little one is 
restless, feel free to spend a minute in the entryway, you should still be 
able to hear through speakers.

✴ If you could use some hearing assistance, please ask the usher in the 
entryway, we have headsets available.

Please introduce yourself to Pastor Peil.  He would love to meet you and 
serve you however he can!

THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY - THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD

The season of Epiphany is a time where we get to know Jesus as He reveals 
Himself to us as God and Savior, for our salvation and comfort and strength.
Today He is revealed, at His baptism, to be the Son of God, and as we watch Him 
be baptized for us, we powerfully relive the truth that we are baptized into Him!
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THE DIVINE SERVICE 
   The congregation speaks and sings the words in BOLD type.   

GATHERING RITE ON HOLY BAPTISM  |  God’s people long to gather together for 
strength from God and for mutual encouragement.  This alternate beginning for worship is intended 
for use not only when there is a baptism but may be used on any occasion, such as the Sunday 
observing The Baptism of Our Lord, to remind God’s people of Baptism’s continuing blessings.

The minister conducts the gathering rite at the baptismal font.   Please stand.

In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.
(spoken) Amen.

The congregation sings:
Baptized into your name most holy,  

O Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
I claim a place, though weak and lowly,  

among your saints, your chosen host,
Buried with Christ and dead to sin.  
Your Spirit now shall live within.

I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of 
water and the Spirit.
Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.          (John 3:5,6)                        

Surely we were sinful at birth, sinful from the time our mothers conceived us.                                                                                                               
        (Psalm 51:5)

But we were washed, we were sanctified, we were justified in the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.                         (1 Cor 6:11)                                                          
The congregation sings:

My loving Father, there you took me  
To be henceforth your child and heir.
My faithful Savior, there you let me   
The fruit of all your sorrows share.

O Holy Spirit, comfort me   
When threat’ning clouds around I see.
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As baptized children of God, we confess our sins.
Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I 
have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what 
is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment 
both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in 
my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

The congregation sings:

My faithful God, you fail me never; 
Your promise surely will endure.

Oh, cast me not away forever  
If words and deeds become impure.

Have mercy when I come defiled; 
Forgive, lift up, restore your child.

Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, 
cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, and to present 
her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other 
blemish, but holy and blameless (Ephesians 5:25-27). Therefore, as a called 
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name 
of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The congregation sings:
All that I am and love most dearly— 

Receive it all, O Lord, from me.
Let me confess my faith sincerely,

And help me your own child to be!
Let nothing that I am or own 

serve any will but yours alone.

THE WORD OF GOD

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.
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Lord God, by the leading of a star You once made known to the nations Your 
one and only Son.  Guide us, also, who know Him now by faith, to come at 
last to the perfect joy of Your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.
Amen.

Be seated. 

FIRST READING  |  Isaiah 49:1-6

Listen to me, you islands; hear this, you distant nations: Before I was born the 
LORD called me; from my birth he has made mention of my name.  He made 
my mouth like a sharpened sword, in the shadow of his hand he hid me; he 
made me into a polished arrow and concealed me in his quiver.  He said to 
me, "You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will display my splendor."  But I 
said, "I have labored to no purpose; I have spent my strength in vain and for 
nothing. Yet what is due me is in the LORD's hand, and my reward is with 
my God."  

And now the LORD says-- he who formed me in the womb to be his servant 
to bring Jacob back to him and gather Israel to himself, for I am honored in 
the eyes of the LORD and my God has been my strength-- he says: "It is too 
small a thing for you to be my servant to restore the tribes of Jacob and bring 
back those of Israel I have kept. I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, 
that you may bring my salvation to the ends of the earth." 

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

PSALM 89
I will sing of the LORD’S great love forever;
I will make Your faithfulness known through all generations.
I will declare that Your love stands firm forever,
that You established Your faithfulness in heaven itself.
The heavens praise Your wonders, O LORD,
Your faithfulness too, in the assembly of the holy ones.
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O LORD God Almighty, who is like You?
You are mighty, O LORD, and Your faithfulness surrounds You.
Blessed are those who have learned to acclaim You,
Who walk in the light of Your presence, O LORD.
They rejoice in Your name all day long;
They exult in Your righteousness.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit,
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen.

SECOND READING  |  Romans 6:1-11
What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase?  
By no means! We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer?  Or don't you 
know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into 
his death?  We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in 
order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the 
Father, we too may live a new life.  
If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also 
be united with him in his resurrection.  For we know that our old self was 
crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we 
should no longer be slaves to sin-- because anyone who has died has been 
freed from sin. 
Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him.  For 
we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; 
death no longer has mastery over him.  The death he died, he died to sin once 
for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.  
In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ 
Jesus.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

THE HOLY GOSPEL  |  Mark 1:4-11

Please stand.
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The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, chapter 1.
Glory be to You, O Lord.

And so John came, baptizing in the desert region and preaching a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  The whole Judean countryside and all 
the people of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were 
baptized by him in the Jordan River.  John wore clothing made of camel's 
hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 
And this was his message: "After me will come one more powerful than I, the 
thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie.  I baptize 
you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit."
At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John 
in the Jordan. As Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being 
torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove.  And a voice came 
from heaven: "You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to You, O Christ!

REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM

Holy Baptism is the precious means of grace by which our Father in heaven 
connects us with Christ in his life, death, and resurrection. The apostle Paul 
says: “Don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus 
were baptized into his death? We were therefore buried with him through 
baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 
through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.”
In Holy Baptism, God takes away our sins and gives new life in Christ our 
Lord. We solemnly renounce the devil and all his works and all his ways; we 
confess the gift of faith in God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

RENUNCIATION OF THE DEVIL AND CONFESSION OF FAITH

I ask you: Do you reject the devil along with all his lies and empty promises?
Yes, and I ask God to help me.
Do you believe in God, the Father almighty?
Yes, I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
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Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son?
Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.  The third day he 
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge 
the living and the dead.
Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?
Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Do you intend to continue in this faith, to be diligent in the use of Word and 
sacrament and in faith and action remain true to God—Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit—as long as you live?
Yes, and I ask God to help me.
Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you the 
new birth of water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, 
strengthen you with his grace to life everlasting.
Amen.

HYMN OF THE DAY  |  To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord         

To Jordan's river came our Lord,
The Christ, whom heav'nly hosts adored,
The God from God, the Light from Light,

The Lord of glory, pow'r, and might.

As Jesus in the Jordan stood
And John baptized the Lamb of God,

The Holy Spirit, heav'nly dove,
Descended on him from above.

Then from God's throne with thund'rous sound
Came God's own voice with words profound:

"This is my Son," was his decree,
"The one I love, who pleases me."
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The Father's word, the Spirit's flight
Anointed Christ in glorious sight

As God's own choice, from Adam's fall
To save the world and free us all.

Now rise, faint hearts: be resolute!
This man is Christ, our substitute!

He was baptized in Jordan's stream,
Proclaimed Redeemer, Lord supreme.

SERMON Mark 4 and Romans 6 I am baptized into Christ

OFFERING  | Moved by God’s love in Christ, we return to God our first and best gifts, purely out 
    of thanks to Him. 

We pause so that those who wish may use our app to make an offering or may place 
their offering in the plate on the table in the entryway.
To donate online, text princeofpeace (no spaces) to 77977. You’ll receive a link in 
response. Follow the link to the Prince of Peace secure giving page.

Please stand.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
We give You thanks that our Lord Jesus entered the waters of the Jordan to 
take our place under the law and fulfill all righteousness for us. Renew 
within us the promise of our baptism that we may daily die to sin and arise 
to live holy and righteous lives of faith and good works. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We give You thanks that You have connected Your Word to water and by this 
baptism cleansed us from sin and set us apart as Your own children. Bless all 
the baptized, those preparing for baptism, and those who have wandered 
from Your way, that they may show forth the words and works of Your new 
life. Lord, in Your mercy,  
hear our prayer.
We give You thanks for standing with us in times of weakness, illness, 
despair and death. Give us every aid of Your Holy Spirit that we may endure 
these afflictions and find comfort in the healing wounds of our Savior.  Lord, 
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in Your mercy, 
hear our prayer.
We give You thanks for the gift of family, for all pregnant women and 
mothers, that they may joyfully acknowledge Your gift of spouse, children 
and home. Bless the elderly, the widowed and the orphaned, and show forth 
Your grace to them that they may not feel alone. Lord, in Your mercy, 
hear our prayer.
We give You thanks for the privilege of being Your children by baptism and 
faith, and for calling us to Your Table of grace. Help us to receive with faith 
and for our good all the blessings of the Holy Communion. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer.
We give You thanks for all the material things You have entrusted to our care. 
Help us to receive them with gratitude and use them faithfully and for Your 
glory. Guide us to know and care for those in need, both near and far. Lord, 
in Your mercy, 
hear our prayer.

Special intercessions may be included here.

We give You thanks, O Lord, that You both hear and answer the prayers of 
Your people. Grant us grace to trust in You for all things; through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. 
Amen.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE HOLY SACRAMENT
PREFACE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is good and right so to do.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD JESUS
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when 
he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take 
and eat. This is my ✙ body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance 
of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from 
it all of you; this is my ✙ blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for 
you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen.

O Christ, Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world.  Have mercy on 
us and grant us Your peace.  Amen.
 Be seated.

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Children and those who are not communicant members of our church may come forward 
for a blessing. Those who do are asked to cross their arms on their chest to indicate this. 
Prince of Peace practices closed communion, because the Bible teaches it and because we 
love you.  That means we ask that only members of Prince of Peace or other 
congregations in our fellowship take the Lord’s Supper this morning. 
Please speak to Pastor Peil about communing with us in the future if you’re not part of 
our congregation!  Thank you for your understanding.

DISTRIBUTION HYMN  |  Christ, Your Footprints in the Desert

This hymn is printed on the next page.
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After the distribution, the pastor speaks this blessing:

The true body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen and 
keep you to life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER AND BLESSING 
Please stand.

We give thanks, almighty God, that You have refreshed us with this holy 
supper.  We pray that through it You will strengthen our faith in You and our 
love for one another.  We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN  | God’s Own Child I Gladly Say It        (STANZAS 1 +5)

This hymn is printed on the next pages.

We sing Stanza 1 and Stanza 5.
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Thank you to Amy Sehloff for accompanying the Divine Service with music today!

PRINCE OF PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH AND SCHOOL 
www.popslc.org  www.facebook.com/poplutheranslc 801.261.3808 

Tyler Peil, Pastor   tyler.peil@popslc.org  cell: 402.936.3655 
Michael Paulsen, Principal mike.paulsen@popschool.org cell: 262.490.4772 

JANUARY 10, 2021 | PAGE    15

http://www.popslc.org
https://www.facebook.com/poplutheranslc/
mailto:tyler.peil@popslc.org
mailto:mike.paulsen@popschool.org


In the middle of the third century, Cyprian, bishop of Carthage, wrote to a certain Donatus about 
his previous life before Baptism and about the fundamental transformation he had received through 
Baptism. Cyprian describes his existence before baptism as a “lying in darkness and in the obscure night,” 
as being “ignorant of my real life,” as a “tossing about on the sea of a restless world wavering and doubtful 
in my wandering steps, a stranger to the truth and the light.” He recalls the difficulty he had in believing the 
promise of divine mercy that “anyone might be born again and quickened unto a new life by the laver of the 
saving water, [that] he might put off what he had been before, and, although the structure of the body 
remained, he might change himself in soul and mind.”  
Of the effect and change that he experienced through Baptism, Cyprian writes:  

But afterwards, when the stain of my past life had been washed away by the aid of the water of 
regeneration, a light from above poured itself upon my chastened and pure heart; afterwards 
when I had drunk of the Spirit from heaven a second birth restored me into a new man; 
immediately in a marvelous manner doubtful matters clarified themselves, the closed opened, the 
shadowy shone with light, what seemed impossible was able to be accomplished, so that it was 
possible to acknowledge that what formerly was born of the flesh and lived submissive to sins was 
earthly, and what the Holy Spirit already was animating began to be of God.  

It is evident from Cyprian’s description of his baptismal renewal that the imagery is largely taken from 
John’s Gospel. The language is traditional, hardly invented by Cyprian himself, and reflects the fundamental 
realities into which the Sacrament places one: freedom from one’s sinful past, new creation, enlightenment, 
and new life.  
These are the very realities which are central to the proclamation of John’s Gospel. In the Prologue (John 
1:1-18) the evangelist rehearses these realities. First, John 1:1-5 uses the terminology of creation to 
indicate that the story of Jesus is nothing other than a new creation. Second, John 1:6-13 announces that 
the witness of John (see John 1:29-34) was about the Light, and this leads to the promise of the new 
Spiritual begetting which is from God. Third, John 1:14-18 refers to the new Torah which Jesus is and which 
he establishes in the glorification of his cross. From the outset of the Gospel Jesus appears as the Lamb of 
God who removes sin (John 1:41; cf. John 1:17) and “Son of God” (John 1:34, 49; cf. John 1:14). 
The climax of the story is the death of Jesus at which time Jesus hands over the Spirit (John 19:30) and 
blood and water flow from his side (John 19:34). Thus, what John prophetically saw in Jesus at the time of 
his Baptism (John 1:29-34) comes to its fulfillment in the death of Jesus. The Baptism of Jesus gives the 
form of that Baptism of the Spirit which Jesus’ death institutes and makes effective. Baptism through water 
is a participation in the death of Jesus and the occasion for the gift of the Spirit.  

- WILLIAM WEINRICH 
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