
THE FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT

NOVEMBER 29, 2021  ✠  8:00 AM AND 10:15 AM

What would it be like to meet God? We know he is almighty and holy. He loathes sin. 
No wonder that when God appears to his Old Testament people, their first response is 
typically terror. 
But when Jesus Christ came into our world, he hid his glory and power. He humbled 
himself so that sinners would be drawn to him rather than driven away in fear.
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A SPECIAL WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS!
We’re thrilled that you are here and we want you to feel at home.

✴ Restrooms are near the door that you came in today.

✴ The service is printed in this worship folder.  Join in as your comfortable.  Ask anyone if 
you’re lost - they’ll be glad to help!

✴ We’re glad you brought your kids! We know and Jesus knows that little kids have a hard 
time sitting quietly sometimes.  They are still welcome here.  Jesus said: Let the little 
children come to me!  If your little one is restless, feel free to spend a minute in the 
entryway, you should still be able to hear through speakers.

✴ If you could use some hearing assistance, please ask the usher in the entryway, we have 
headsets available.

Please introduce yourself to Pastor Peil.  He would love to meet you and serve you 
however he can!

THE SEASON OF ADVENT:  “WHEN THE LORD COMES NEAR”
While most of the world marks the passage of time from January through December, 
Christians have kept their own calendar for centuries. This Christian year is a way of 
remembering key events in the life and ministry of Jesus Christ. Today is the first day of 
a new year in the Christian calendar, as the season of Advent begins. Advent means 
“coming near” or “arrival,” and in this season before Christmas we think about how 
Jesus comes near to us: 

• Jesus arrived once as a baby in Bethlehem, coming near to humanity to save us. 
Advent is a time of preparation for Christmas. 

• Jesus arrives here among us today through his Word, in Holy Baptism and in Holy 
Communion, to forgive us and strengthen us. 

• Jesus will arrive in glory at the end of this world. We look forward to that day with 
excitement because Jesus has already come and prepared us for it. 
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DEDICATION OF NEW HYMNALS 
Gracious Father, we know You desire to be with us. You delight in hearing the prayers 
and praise of Your people.
Thank You, Lord, for the privilege of being Your people, for the blessing of worship, 
for the comfort and strength You give in this place, for the praise and joy You prompt 
in our hearts.
We thank You for Your many gifts: for language, for music, and for the liturgy as a 
setting for Your marvelous grace in Baptism, in Absolution, in Holy Communion, and in 
the proclamation of Your Word.
Bless us as we use this book.
Lord, You gifted the many people who helped prepare this book. Their service to You 
and to us is a rich blessing. For those who have labored diligently in developing this 
worship book,
We thank You, O Lord.
For those who use their time and ability to assist our worship – for those who lead us in 
worship, for singers and all other musicians, for those who prepare Your house each 
week, for talent with flowers, banners, and all other arts,
We thank You, O Lord.
Lord, we confess that we have not always put our hearts and minds into worship as You 
desire. Forgive our sins of approaching You too casually, too carelessly, too infrequently, 
or without concentration on Your presence in worship.
Send your Holy Spirit so that the words and music of this hymnal become sincere 
prayers and praise in our hearts.
Bless our use of old songs and forms, that we more deeply recognize our connection 
with Your people of all times and the value of their contribution to our worship.
Bless our use of new liturgies and songs, that we see anew the wonder of Your ways 
and the privilege we have to praise You.
Bless us as we receive Your priceless gifts and express our faith to You and to one 
another with psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs.
Bless our sincere participation in worship.
May others who do not yet know You learn something of Your love and power through 
all we do here.
Move us to commit ourselves – heart and mind – to this vital part of our lives called 
worship.
To Your glory, O Lord, and for the edification of Your holy people we dedicate these 
hymnals, in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.
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THE DIVINE SERVICE
   The congregation speaks and sings the words in BOLD type. 

OPENING HYMN | 302 - Prepare the Royal Highway

Prepare the royal highway; The King of kings is near! 
Let ev’ry hill and valley A level road appear! 

Then greet the King of glory, Foretold in sacred story: 
Hosanna to the Lord, For he fulfills God’s Word!

God’s people, see him coming: Your own eternal King! 
Palm branches strew before him! Spread garments! Shout and sing!      

God’s promise will not fail you! No more shall doubt assail you! 
Hosanna to the Lord, For he fulfills God’s Word!

Then fling the gates wide open To greet your promised King! 
Your King, yet ev’ry nation Its tribute too should bring. 

All lands, bow down before him! All nations, now adore him! 
Hosanna to the Lord, For he fulfills God’s Word!

 His is no earthly kingdom; It comes from heav’n above. 
His rule is peace and freedom And justice, truth, and love. 
So let your praise be sounding For kindness so abounding: 

Hosanna to the Lord, For he fulfills God’s Word!
This hymn reminds us that Advent is a season of preparation, as King Jesus comes to rule in our hearts and lives and 
leads us to his heavenly kingdom. 

INVOCATION 
Please stand.
In the name of the Father and of the Son ✙ and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just 

and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.

Holy God, gracious Father,  I am sinful by nature 
and have sinned against You in my thoughts, words and actions.

I have not loved You with my whole heart;  I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve Your punishment both now and forever.

But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with His innocent suffering and death.

Trusting in Him, I pray: God have mercy on me, a sinner.
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silence for reflection
Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent His only Son, Jesus 
Christ, who gave His life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world.  
Therefore as a called servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the Son ✙ and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

LORD, HAVE MERCY

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity 
of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 
Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen. 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE

We light one Advent candle, remembering Jesus, who is coming again.
He will come to gather his people from everywhere, both the living and the dead.
We remember Jesus, who will come at the end of time.  None of us know what 
day that will be.
We hear his call to watch.
We light one Advent candle as a sign of our watchfulness and waiting.
Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. 
Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray. Stir up your power, O Lord, and come.  Protect us by your strength and save us 
from the threatening dangers of our sins; for you live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Be seated.
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THE WORD OF GOD

FIRST LESSON | Jeremiah 33:14-16
In response to their sin, the Lord allowed the nation of Israel to be conquered and humbled. Yet, he 
promised that from David's royal line, a Savior would come to restore God's people.

“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made 
to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will 
cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David, and he shall execute justice and 
righteousness in the land.  In those days Judah will be saved, and Jerusalem will dwell 
securely. And this is the name by which it will be called: ‘The Lord is our 
righteousness.’
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND LESSON | 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
When the Lord comes near on Judgment Day, his followers will be found blameless and holy. Why? 
Because Christ sustains our faith using humble means—God's Word and sacraments.

For what thanksgiving can we return to God for you, for all the joy that we feel 
for your sake before our God, as we pray most earnestly night and day that we 
may see you face to face and supply what is lacking in your faith? Now may our 
God and Father himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct our way to you, and may the 
Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, as we do 
for you, so that he may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before our God 
and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Come to us, Emmanuel; 
come and set Your people free.

THE HOLY GOSPEL  |   Luke 19:28-40

And when he had said these things, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem.  When he 
drew near to Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount that is called Olivet, he sent two of the 
disciples, saying, “Go into the village in front of you, where on entering you will find a colt 
tied, on which no one has ever yet sat. Untie it and bring it here.  If anyone asks you, ‘Why 
are you untying it?’ you shall say this: ‘The Lord has need of it.’”  So those who were sent 
went away and found it just as he had told them.  And as they were untying the colt, its 
owners said to them, “Why are you untying the colt?”  And they said, “The Lord has need 
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of it.”  And they brought it to Jesus, and throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on 
it.  And as he rode along, they spread their cloaks on the road.  As he was drawing near—
already on the way down the Mount of Olives—the whole multitude of his disciples began 
to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works that they had 
seen,  saying, “Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven 
and glory in the highest!”  And some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, 
rebuke your disciples.”  He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the very stones 
would cry out.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to You, O Christ!

HYMN OF THE DAY  |  301 - Savior of the Nations, Come

SERMON
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APOSTLES CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Be seated.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Please stand.

OFFERING  | Moved by God’s love in Christ, we return to God our first and best gifts, purely 
out of thanks to Him.  

There is an offering plate in the entry way for those who wish to give a gift in that way.  

To donate online, text princeofpeace (no spaces) to (833) 693-7056. You’ll receive a link 
in response. Follow the link to the Prince of Peace secure giving page.

THE SACRAMENT

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give You thanks, O 
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose 
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way John the Baptist prepared when he called people to repentance and pointed to Jesus as 
the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.

Therefore with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise Your holy name and 
join their glorious song:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

	 Blessed are you, O Lord, because you have brought us from death to life. 
With humble and repentant hearts, we praise and thank you for your Son, Jesus 

Christ,
who became our substitute under your holy law,
who destroyed the works of the devil by his perfect obedience to your will,
who willingly carried a cross to pay the debt of the world’s sin, 
who lives and reigns to give us life.

Through his body and blood, once given and poured out for us, forgive our sins and 
strengthen us for our journey heavenward. Unite us to our crucified and risen Lord, 
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that we may believe in him, confess him, call on his name, and finally be delivered 
from this world to the feast of the Lamb, whose kingdom has no end.

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 
and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD JESUS

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat. This is my ✙ body, 
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it all of you; 
this is my ✙ blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
 Amen.

LAMB OF GOD
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Be seated.

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

A NOTE TO OUR GUESTS
Children and those who are not communicant members of our church may come forward 
for a blessing. Those who do are asked to cross their arms on their chest to indicate this.
Prince of Peace practices closed communion, because the Bible teaches it and because we love you.  
That means we ask that only members of Prince of Peace or other congregations in our fellowship 
take the Lord’s Supper this morning. This is not a judgment of anyone’s faith, it is simply our desire 
to uphold what God says in 1 Corinthians 10 and 11 about who should receive Holy Communion 
and how.   
Please speak to Pastor Peil about communing with us in the future if you’re not part of our 
congregation!  Thank you for your understanding! 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN | 674 - The Infant Priest Was Holy Born 
 

The infant Priest was holy born 
For us unholy and forlorn; 
From fleshly temple forth came He, 
Anointed from eternity.

2 This great High Priest in human flesh 
Was icon of God’s righteousness. 
His hallowed touch brought sanctity; 
His hand removed impurity.

3 The holy Lamb undaunted came 
To God’s own altar lit with flame; 
While weeping angels hid their eyes, 
This Priest became a sacrifice.

4 But death would not the victor be 
Of Him who hung upon the tree. 

He leads us to the Holy Place 
Within the veil, before God’s face.

5 The veil is torn, our Priest we see, 
As at the rail on bended knee 
Our hungry mouths from Him receive 
The bread of immortality.

6 The body of God’s Lamb we eat, 
A priestly food and priestly meat; 
On sin-parched lips the chalice pours 
His quenching blood that life restores.

7 With cherubim and seraphim 
Our voices join the endless hymn, 
And “Holy, holy, holy” sing 
To Christ, God’s Lamb, our Priest and King. 

After the distribution, the pastor speaks this blessing:

The true body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you to 
life everlasting.  Go + in peace. 
Amen.

PRAYER
Please stand.
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Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good;
His mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy supper. We pray 
that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.	

BLESSING                                                                                                  Numbers 6:24-26

The Lord bless you and keep you.	
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.	
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.
Amen.	

Please be seated.

CLOSING HYMN | 313 - Hark the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes

Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes,
The Savior promised long;

Let ev'ry heart prepare a throne
And ev'ry voice a song.

He comes the pris’ners to release,
In Satan's bondage held;

The gates of brass before him burst;
The iron fetters yield.

He comes the broken heart to bind,
The bleeding soul to cure,

And with the treasures of his grace
To enrich the humble poor.

Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace,
Your welcome shall proclaim,

And heav'n's eternal arches ring
With your beloved name.

Thank you to Amy Sehloff for using her gifts to serve us and our Savior with music this morning!
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