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IS GOD FAIR?
The story Jesus tells today is probably not on most 
people’s list of favorite parables.  A part of that is 
that it offends our finely honed sense of what’s fair 
and what’s not.  In reality, God is not fair; rather, he 
is inconceivably gracious. One-hour- workers 
receive the same as those who bore the heat of the 
day. This parable carries both warning and promise 
for us—a warning that all comparisons based on 
merit or work do not belong in God’s kingdom; a 
promise that our relationship with God is based 
solely on grace which he lavishes in abundance.  
The Bible tells us that the “wages of sin is death.”  
What joy, that our Lord doesn’t give us the wages 
we sinners deserve!   He gives us what we don’t!
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   The congregation speaks and sings the words in 
BOLD type.   

WELCOME TO GOD’S HOUSE

OPENING HYMN  |  By Grace I’m Saved 

By grace God's Son, our only Savior,
Came down to earth to bear our sin.

Was it because of your own merit
That Jesus died, your soul to win?
No, it was grace, and grace alone,

That brought him from his heav'nly throne.

By grace! Oh, mark this word of promise
When you are by your sins oppressed,

When Satan plagues your troubled conscience,
And when your heart is seeking rest.

What reason cannot comprehend
God by his grace to you did send.
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INVOCATION  
Please stand.

In the name of the Father and of the Son ✙ and of 
the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Dear friends, let us approach God with a true 
heart and confess our sins, asking Him in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

Lord of Life, I confess that I am by nature 
dead in sin.

For faithless worrying and selfish pride, 
For sins of habit and sins of choice, 
For the evil I have done and the good I have 

failed to do,
You should cast me away from your presence 

forever. 
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, 

for Jesus sake.
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silence for personal reflection

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come 
again. In his great mercy, God made us alive in 
Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear 
the word of Christ through his called servant:
I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son ✙ and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.

LORD, HAVE MERCY

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
For the well-being of people everywhere, that 
they may receive from You all they need to 
sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the spread of Your life-giving gospel 
throughout the world, that all who are lost in sin 
may be brought to faith in You, hear our prayer, 
O Christ.
Christ, have mercy.
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For patience and perseverance in this life, that we 
may not lose the hope of heaven as we await 
Your return, hear our prayer, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you.
Amen.

THE WORD OF GOD

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Lord God, you call us to work in your kingdom 
and leave no one standing idle. Help us to order 
our lives by your wisdom and to serve you in 
willing obedience; through your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Be seated. 
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FIRST READING  |  Jonah 3:10-4:11
Jonah thought it would be fair if Nineveh was 
destroyed.  The LORD taught his prophet with a vine 
and made a striking point. Jonah, you were attached to 
a plant that He had not made. But think, Jonah of how 
the Lord was attached to the people of Nineveh - He 
made them, sustained them and wanted them to be 
His.  They did not deserve it, but His grace takes 
undeserving sinners and makes them holy.

When God saw what they did and how they 
turned from their evil ways, he relented and did 
not bring on them the destruction he had 
threatened.
But to Jonah this seemed very wrong, and he 
became angry.  He prayed to the LORD, “Isn’t 
this what I said, LORD, when I was still at home? 
That is what I tried to forestall by fleeing to 
Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious and 
compassionate God, slow to anger and 
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abounding in love, a God who relents from 
sending calamity. Now, LORD, take away my 
life, for it is better for me to die than to live.”  
But the LORD replied, “Is it right for you to be 
angry?”  
Jonah had gone out and sat down at a place east 
of the city. There he made himself a shelter, sat in 
its shade and waited to see what would happen 
to the city.  Then the LORD God provided a leafy 
plant and made it grow up over Jonah to give 
shade for his head to ease his discomfort, and 
Jonah was very happy about the plant.  But at 
dawn the next day God provided a worm, which 
chewed the plant so that it withered.  When the 
sun rose, God provided a scorching east wind, 
and the sun blazed on Jonah’s head so that he 
grew faint. He wanted to die, and said, “It would 
be better for me to die than to live.”  

But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be 
angry about the plant?” 
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“It is,” he said. “And I’m so angry I wish I were 
dead.”  
But the LORD said, “You have been concerned 
about this plant, though you did not tend it or 
make it grow. It sprang up overnight and died 
overnight.  And should I not have concern for the 
great city of Nineveh, in which there are more 
than a hundred and twenty thousand people 
who cannot tell their right hand from their left—
and also many animals?”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
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PSALM 115 |  selected verses
Not to us, LORD, not to us but to your name be 
the glory, 

because of your love and faithfulness. 
The LORD remembers us and will bless us: He 
will bless his people Israel, he will bless the 
house of Aaron, 

he will bless those who fear the LORD— 
small and great alike. 
May the LORD cause you to flourish, both you 
and your children. 

May you be blessed by the LORD, the Maker 
of heaven and earth. 
The highest heavens belong to the LORD, 

but the earth he has given to mankind. 
It is not the dead who praise the LORD, those 
who go down to the place of silence; 

it is we who extol the LORD, both now and 
forevermore. Praise the LORD.
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to 
the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 
forever. Amen.

SECOND READING  |  Romans 9:9-16
God chose us to be His children!  Not by fairness, but 
just the opposite, by grace.

It is not as though God’s word had failed. For not 
all who are descended from Israel are Israel.  Nor 
because they are his descendants are they all 
Abraham’s children. On the contrary, “It is 
through Isaac that your offspring will be 
reckoned.”  In other words, it is not the children 
by physical descent who are God’s children, but 
it is the children of the promise who are regarded 
as Abraham’s offspring.  For this was how the 
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promise was stated: “At the appointed time I will 
return, and Sarah will have a son.”  
Not only that, but Rebekah’s children were 
conceived at the same time by our father 
Isaac. Yet, before the twins were born or had 
done anything good or bad—in order that God’s 
purpose in election might stand:  not by works 
but by him who calls—she was told, “The older 
will serve the younger.”  Just as it is written: 
“Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.” 
What then shall we say? Is God unjust? Not at 
all!  For he says to Moses, “I will have mercy on 
whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion 
on whom I have compassion.” 
It does not, therefore, depend on human desire or 
effort, but on God’s mercy. 

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Please stand.
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THE HOLY GOSPEL  |  Matthew 20:1-16
This lesson is the basis for the sermon this morning.

For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner 
who went out early in the morning to hire 
workers for his vineyard. He agreed to pay them 
a denariusfor the day and sent them into his 
vineyard.  
“About nine in the morning he went out and saw 
others standing in the marketplace doing 
nothing.  He told them, ‘You also go and work in 
my vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is 
right.’  So they went. 
“He went out again about noon and about three 
in the afternoon and did the same thing.  About 
five in the afternoon he went out and found still 
others standing around. He asked them, ‘Why 
have you been standing here all day long doing 
nothing?’  
“ ‘Because no one has hired us,’ they answered. 
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“He said to them, ‘You also go and work in my 
vineyard.’  
“When evening came, the owner of the vineyard 
said to his foreman, ‘Call the workers and pay 
them their wages, beginning with the last ones 
hired and going on to the first.’  
“The workers who were hired about five in the 
afternoon came and each received a denarius.  So 
when those came who were hired first, they 
expected to receive more. But each one of them 
also received a denarius.  When they received it, 
they began to grumble against the 
landowner.  ‘These who were hired last worked 
only one hour,’ they said, ‘and you have made 
them equal to us who have borne the burden of 
the work and the heat of the day.’  
“But he answered one of them, ‘I am not being 
unfair to you, friend. Didn’t you agree to work 
for a denarius?  Take your pay and go. I want to 
give the one who was hired last the same as I 
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gave you.  Don’t I have the right to do what I 
want with my own money? Or are you envious 
because I am generous?’  
“So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to You, O Christ.

Be seated.
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Hymn of the Day  |  Salvation Unto Us Has Come

Salvation unto us has come
By God's free grace and favor.

Good works cannot avert our doom;
They help and save us never.

Faith looks to Jesus Christ alone,
Who did for all the world atone;

He is the one Redeemer.

It is a false, misleading dream
That God his law has given

That sinners can themselves redeem
And by their works gain heaven.

The law is but a mirror bright
To bring the inbred sin to light
That lurks within our nature.
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Yet as the law must be fulfilled
Or we must die despairing,

Christ came and has God's anger stilled,
Our human nature sharing.

He has for us the law obeyed
And thus the Father's vengeance stayed

Which over us impended.

Since Christ has full atonement made
And brought to us salvation,

Each Christian therefore may be glad
And build on this foundation.

Your grace alone, dear Lord, I plead;
Your death is now my life indeed,

For you have paid my ransom. 

SERMON Matthew 20:1-16 “Get in the truck”

 After the sermon, please stand.
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NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, 
Romans 10:10; Dt 6:4

the Father, the Almighty, 
Matthew 6:9; Ex 6:3 

maker of heaven and earth,
Genesis 1:1; John 1:1

of all that is, seen and unseen.
Colossians 1:16

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
Romans 10:9

the only Son of God, 
Matthew 16:16

eternally begotten of the Father, 
John 3:16

God from God, Light from Light,      
John 1:1,8:12,17:22

true God from true God, 
Colossians 2:9
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begotten, not made, 
John 1:2

of one being with the Father.
John 10:30

Through him all things were made.
Hebrews 1:2; John 1:3

For us and for our salvation, 
1 Tim 2:4; Rom 3:23 

he came down from heaven, 
John 6:41; Luke 15:20

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary, Luke 1:34-35

and became fully human.
John 1:14

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate. Mk 15:25; Jn 19:16-18

He suffered death and was buried.       
Jn 19:1-3; Lk 23:53

On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures.      1 Cor 15:4; Lk 24:6
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He ascended into heaven        
Acts 1:9

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
Acts 7:55

He will come again in glory 
Matthew 26:64

to judge the living and the dead,
Acts 10:42; My 3:12

and his kingdom will have no end.
2 Peter 1:11

We believe in the Holy Spirit,   
Jn 14:26; Acts 2:38

the Lord, the giver of life,
Genesis 1:2; John 3:6

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
John 15:26

who in unity with the Father and the Son is 
worshiped and glorified, Mt 3:16-17;Lk 

who has spoken through the prophets.
Ez 11:5; 2 Pt 1:20-21
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We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church. 1 Peter 2:5; Eph 2:19-22

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness 
of sins. Ephesians 4:5; Acts 2:38

We look for the resurrection of the dead 
1 Co 15:35-49; 1 Thes 4

and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Psalm 106:48

Be seated.

SEPTEMBER 20, 2020 | PAGE    21



OFFERING  | Moved by God’s love in Christ, we return 
to God our first and best gifts, purely out     
of thanks to Him.  

We pause so that those who wish may use our 
app to make an offering or may place their 
offering in the plate on the table in the 
entryway.
To donate online, text princeofpeace (no 
spaces) to 77977. You’ll receive a link in 
response. Follow the link to the Prince of Peace 
secure giving page.
Worshipers can give also through the 
free Prince of Peace mobile app. Search for 
“Prince of Peace Lutheran” in app stores and 
look for our logo.

Please stand.
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
That we may delight in the light of Christ and His 
salvation, and that sinners may find refuge in His 
mercy and comfort in His forgiveness, let us pray to 
the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
That His Word may be the foundation of the home, 
that husband and wife may be united in this faith 
and hope, and that their children may hear and be 
nurtured in this Word by faithful parents, let us 
pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
That the Lord may bless missionaries far and near, 
that He may nurture newly planted congregations, 
and that He may renew those congregations in 
distress, that those from every nation and culture 
may be united with us in faith and life, let us pray 
to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
That we may enjoy the blessing of good 
government, faithful leaders, peace in our land and 
peace among the nations, and that we may be good 
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citizens and neighbors, let us pray to the Lord: 
Lord, have mercy.
That the sick may be healed, the troubled know 
peace, the grieving be comforted and the dying be 
delivered to everlasting life in Christ; and that we 
may all be delivered from fear, anxiety and despair 
by God’s gracious care, let us pray to the Lord: 
Lord, have mercy.

Special intercessions may be spoken here.
Hear the prayers of Your people, O Lord, and 
grant to us all things good and wholesome and 
keep from us all things harmful. Give us 
contentment, that trusting in Your mercy we may 
delight in Your saving will where the last are 
made first by Your generosity and grace; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen.
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE HOLY SACRAMENT

PREFACE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is good and right so to do.
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD JESUS

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was 
betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: “Take and eat. This is my ✙ body, which 
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to 
them, saying, “Drink from it all of you; this is my 
✙ blood of the new covenant, which is poured 
out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen.
 Be seated.

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
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HYMN  |  I Come, O Savior, to Your Table

I come, O Savior, to your table, For weak and 
weary is my soul;

O Jesus, you alone are able To satisfy and make 
me whole.

Lord, may your body and your blood Be for my 
soul the highest good!

Oh, grant that I in manner worthy May now trust 
solely in your Word,

And, conscious of the sins before me, Look only 
unto you, O Lord.

Lord, may your body and your blood Be for my 
soul the highest good!
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Unworthy though I am, O Savior, Because I have a 
sinful heart,

Yet you your lamb will banish never, Nor will 
your faithfulness depart.

Lord, may your body and your blood Be for my 
soul the highest good!

Your body, giv'n for me, O Savior, Your blood, 
which you for me have shed - 

These are my life and strength forever; By them 
my hungry soul is fed.

Lord, may your body and your blood Be for my 
soul the highest good!
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Who can condemn me now? For surely The Lord 
is near, who justifies.

No hell I fear, and thus securely With Jesus I to 
heaven rise.

Lord, may your body and your blood Be for my 
soul the highest good!

My heart has now become your dwelling, O 
blessed, holy Trinity.

With angels I, your praises telling, Shall live in 
joy eternally.

Lord, may your body and your blood Be for my 
soul the highest good!
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After the distribution, the pastor speaks this blessing:

The true body and blood of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you to life 
everlasting.
Amen.

Please stand.
PRAYER

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of 
the heavenly banquet that you have given us to 
eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this 
gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, 
and strengthened our love. By your Spirit help 
us to live as your holy people until that day 
when you will receive us as your guests at the 
wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and 
who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.
Amen.
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BLESSING 
The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make his face shine on you and be 
gracious to you.
The LORD look on you with favor and ✙ give 
you peace.
Amen.

Be seated. 

CLOSING HYMN  |  Lord of the Living Harvest

Lord of the living harvest That ripens o'er the 
plain,

Where angels soon will gather Their sheaves of 
golden grain,

Accept our hands to labor, Our hearts to trust and 
love,

And be with us to hasten Your kingdom from 
above.
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As lab'rers in your vineyard, Lord, give us work to 
do,

Content to bear the burden Of weary days for 
you,

To ask no other wages When you will call us 
home

Than to have shared the labor That makes your 
kingdom come.

Be with us, God the Father; Be with us, God the 
Son

And God the Holy Spirit, Most blessed Three in 
One.

Make us your faithful servants You rightly to 
adore,

And fill us with your blessing Both now and 
evermore
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Thank you to our musicans, Monica Brandt and 
Suzanne Bawden for adorning our worship today!  
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