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FREELY FORGIVEN, FOR A LIFE OF MERCY

Forgiveness must be learned, and Peter thought he had figured 
it out. From the elders of the Jews Peter had heard: “If a man 
transgresses one time, forgive him. If a man transgresses two 
times, forgive him. If a man transgresses three times, forgive 
him. If a man transgresses four times, do not forgive him.” 
Three times, the elders said, was the limit of forgiveness for a 
good Jew. Peter, however, was willing to go much further; not 
three times, but seven times. Jesus said, “Not seven times, 
Peter, seventy times seven— I say to you that your forgiveness 
should have no limit, but be like God’s.” 

Jesus’ parable contrasts the forgiveness of God and our own 
unforgiving nature. The servant’s debt— by any measure of 
calculation—was impossibly high. Who could ever hope to 
repay? What an arresting picture of our debt of sin before God! 
The greatness of the debt magnifies the compassion of the king 
who wipes the debt away. Have mercy on us, Lord, and 
teach us to forgive like you! 
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A personal prayer before worship 
O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are 
assembled in Your presence to hear Your holy Word.  
We pray that You would open our hearts by Your Holy 
Spirit, that through the preaching of Your Word we 
may repent of our sins, believe in Jesus Christ, and 
grow day by day in grace and holiness.  Hear us for 
Jesus’ sake.  Amen. 
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THE DIVINE SERVICE 

   The congregation speaks and sings the words in 
BOLD type.   

WELCOME TO GOD’S HOUSE

OPENING HYMN  |  Speak, O Lord  
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INVOCATION  
Please stand.

In the name of the Father and of the Son ✙ and of 
the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Dear friends, let us approach God with a true 
heart and confess our sins, asking Him in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

Lord of Life, I confess that I am by nature 
dead in sin.

For faithless worrying and selfish pride, 
For sins of habit and sins of choice, 
For the evil I have done and the good I have 

failed to do,
You should cast me away from your presence 

forever. 
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, 

for Jesus sake.
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silence for personal reflection

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come 
again. In his great mercy, God made us alive in 
Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear 
the word of Christ through his called servant:
I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son ✙ and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
Amen.

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
For the well-being of people everywhere, that 
they may receive from You all they need to 
sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the spread of Your life-giving gospel 
throughout the world, that all who are lost in sin 
may be brought to faith in You, hear our prayer, 
O Christ.
Christ, have mercy.
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For patience and perseverance in this life, that we 
may not lose the hope of heaven as we await 
Your return, hear our prayer, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you.
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Lord God, heavenly Father, you graciously 
forgive us all our sins and abundantly provide 
for all our needs of body and soul. Give us 
confidence in your mercy and teach us also to be 
merciful to our neighbor, that we willingly 
forgive all people, and judging only ourselves, 
lead blessed lives to your glory; through your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.
Amen.

Be seated.
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THE WORD OF GOD

FIRST READING  |  Genesis 50:15-21
Because the Lord had shown Joseph such grace and 
love, Joseph is compelled to forgive his brothers.  He 
wept as he freed them, and himself, from the pain of 
the past with forgiveness.

When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was 
dead, they said, “What if Joseph holds a grudge 
against us and pays us back for all the wrongs we 
did to him?” So they sent word to Joseph, saying, 
“Your father left these instructions before he 
died:  ‘This is what you are to say to Joseph: I ask 
you to forgive your brothers the sins and the 
wrongs they committed in treating you so badly.’ 
Now please forgive the sins of the servants of the 
God of your father.” When their message came to 
him, Joseph wept.  His brothers then came and 
threw themselves down before him. “We are 
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your slaves,” they said.  But Joseph said to them, 
“Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God?  You 
intended to harm me, but God intended it for 
good to accomplish what is now being done, the 
saving of many lives.  So then, don’t be afraid. I 
will provide for you and your children.” And he 
reassured them and spoke kindly to them.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
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PSALM 31 |  selected verses
The LORD is compassionate and gracious, 

slow to anger, abounding in love.
He does not treat us as our sins deserve 

or repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as high as the heavens are above the earth, 

so great is his love for those who fear him; 
as far as the east is from the west, 

so far has he removed our transgressions 
from us. 

As a father has compassion on his children, 
so the LORD has compassion on those who 

fear him.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 
Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 
forever. Amen.
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SECOND READING  |  Ephesians 4:29-5:2
Forgiven and sealed in Christ, we become imitators of 
Christ, living out the kindness and compassion of 
Christ toward one another.

Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of 
your mouths, but only what is helpful for 
building others up according to their needs, that 
it may benefit those who listen.  And do not 
grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you 
were sealed for the day of redemption. Get rid of 
all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and 
slander, along with every form of malice. Be kind 
and compassionate to one another, forgiving each 
other, just as in Christ God forgave you. 
Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved 
children and walk in the way of love, just as 
Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a 
fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
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Please stand.
THE HOLY GOSPEL  |  Matthew 18:21-35

This lesson is the basis for the sermon this morning.

Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how 
many times shall I forgive my brother or sister 
who sins against me? Up to seven times?”  Jesus 
answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but 
seventy-seven times.  “Therefore, the kingdom of 
heaven is like a king who wanted to settle 
accounts with his servants. As he began the 
settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand 
bags of gold was brought to him.  Since he was 
not able to pay, the master ordered that he and 
his wife and his children and all that he had be 
sold to repay the debt.  “At this the servant fell 
on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he 
begged, ‘and I will pay back everything.’  The 
servant’s master took pity on him, canceled the 
debt and let him go.  “But when that servant 
went out, he found one of his fellow servants 
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who owed him a hundred silver coins.He 
grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back 
what you owe me!’ he demanded.  “His fellow 
servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be 
patient with me, and I will pay it back.’  “But he 
refused. Instead, he went off and had the man 
thrown into prison until he could pay the 
debt.  When the other servants saw what had 
happened, they were outraged and went and told 
their master everything that had 
happened.  “Then the master called the servant 
in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I canceled all 
that debt of yours because you begged me 
to.  Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your 
fellow servant just as I had on you?’  In anger his 
master handed him over to the jailers to be 
tortured, until he should pay back all he 
owed.  “This is how my heavenly Father will 
treat each of you unless you forgive your brother 
or sister from your heart.”
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The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to You, O Christ.

Be seated.
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Hymn of the Day  |  Forgive Our Sins As We 
Forgive

SERMON Matthew 18:21-35 Release.

 After the sermon, please stand.
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APOSTLES CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of God the 

Father almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living 

and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Be seated.

OFFERING  | Moved by God’s love in Christ, we return 
to God our first and best gifts, purely out     
of thanks to Him.  

We pause so that those who wish may use our 
app to make an offering or may place their 
offering in the plate on the table in the 
entryway.
To donate online, text princeofpeace (no 
spaces) to 77977. You’ll receive a link in 
response. Follow the link to the Prince of Peace 
secure giving page.
Worshipers can give also through the 
free Prince of Peace mobile app. Search for 
“Prince of Peace Lutheran” in app stores and 
look for our logo.

Please stand.
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Almighty God, as once You kept Joseph from evil 
and brought good from his suffering in Egypt, 
deliver us by Your grace so that we may learn 
patience in trials. Teach us to be slow to judge, 
quick to forgive, and steadfast in love for You 
and for one another. Lord, in Your mercy, hear 
our prayer.
Merciful Lord, You have shown great compassion 
to us; teach us to show such compassion to 
others, that we may welcome the stranger, love 
our neighbor in need, and be attentive to those 
new to the faith or vulnerable to temptation. 
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Gracious God, bless those who preach and teach 
Your Word, and give the hearers willing ears to 
hear and willing hearts to learn the Scriptures 
well. Bless those now training to be pastors and 
church workers. Grant to all the baptized the aid 
of Your Holy Spirit so that, receiving Your Gospel 

SEPTEMBER 13, 2020 | PAGE    19



with joy, we may share it freely with those 
outside the household of faith. Lord, in Your 
mercy, hear our prayer.
Holy Lord, lead us to pursue reconciliation, that 
we may stand before You forgiven and united in 
faith. Give us unity of doctrine, and help us to 
walk together in harmony of life. Prepare us to 
receive Your own Son’s body and blood with 
faith, and bring to fruition in our lives the 
precious gift of grace we receive in this 
communion. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our 
prayer.
Blessed Father, You know our weakness of body 
and soul. Give to the troubled in mind Your 
peace, to the suffering relief, to the sick healing, 
to the grieving comfort and deliver the dying 
into everlasting life. Hear us especially for those 
named now in our hearts… Lord, in Your mercy, 
hear our prayer.
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Giving Lord, all good things come from You. 
Open our hearts to be generous with the poor 
and to bring You the tithes and offerings You are 
due, that Your Church may serve Your gracious 
purpose and suffer no lack of people or resources 
to do the work of Your Kingdom. Lord, in Your 
mercy, hear our prayer.

Special intercessions may be spoken here.
Almighty and everlasting God, deliver us from 
temptation and the powers of evil, that we may 
be faithful unto death and receive from Your 
hand the crown of everlasting life; through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forevermore. Amen. 
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE HOLY SACRAMENT

PREFACE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is good and right so to do.
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD JESUS

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was 
betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: “Take and eat. This is my ✙ body, which 
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to 
them, saying, “Drink from it all of you; this is my 
✙ blood of the new covenant, which is poured 
out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen.
 Be seated.
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DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Children and those who are not communicant 
members of our church may come forward for a 
blessing. Those who do are asked to cross their arms 
on their chest to indicate this.

After the distribution, the pastor speaks this blessing:

The true body and blood of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you to life 
everlasting.
Amen.

Please stand.
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PRAYER

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of 
the heavenly banquet that you have given us to 
eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this 
gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, 
and strengthened our love. By your Spirit help 
us to live as your holy people until that day 
when you will receive us as your guests at the 
wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and 
who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.
Amen.

BLESSING 
The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make his face shine on you and be 
gracious to you.
The LORD look on you with favor and ✙ give 
you peace.
Amen.

Be seated. 
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CLOSING HYMN  |  Go, My Children

Go, my children, sins forgiven, At peace and pure.
Here you learned how much I love you, What I 

can cure.
Here you heard my dear Son's story;
Here you touched him, saw his glory.

Go, my children, sins forgiven, At peace and pure.

I the Lord will bless and keep you And give you 
peace;

I the Lord will smile upon you And give you 
peace;

I the Lord will be your Father,
Savior, Comforter, and Brother.

Go, my children; I will keep you And give you 
peace.
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