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A SPECIAL WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS!
We’re thrilled that you are here and we want you to feel at home.  
✴ Restrooms are near the door that you came in today.
✴ The service is printed in this worship folder.  Join in as your comfortable.  

Ask anyone if you’re lost - they’ll be glad to help!
✴ We’re glad you brought your kids! We know and Jesus knows that little 

kids have a hard time sitting quietly sometimes.  They are still welcome 
here.  Jesus said: Let the little children come to me!  If your little one is 
restless, feel free to spend a minute in the entryway, you should still be 
able to hear through speakers.

✴ If you could use some hearing assistance, please ask the usher in the 
entryway, we have headsets available.

Please introduce yourself to Pastor Peil.  He would love to meet you and 
serve you however he can!

I OPPOSED INDULGENCES AND ALL THE PAPISTS, BUT NEVER WITH 
FORCE. I SIMPLY TAUGHT, PREACHED, AND WROTE GOD’S WORD; 

OTHERWISE I DID NOTHING. AND WHILE I SLEPT, OR DRANK 
WITTENBERG BEER WITH MY FRIENDS PHILIP AND AMSDORF, THE 
WORD SO GREATLY WEAKENED THE PAPACY THAT NO PRINCE OR 

EMPEROR EVER INFLICTED SUCH LOSSES UPON IT. I DID NOTHING; 
THE WORD DID EVERYTHING.  

 DR MARTIN LUTHER, 1522 SERMON 
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VDMA -  Verbum Domini Manet in Aeternum (The Word of the Lord Endures Forever) 
is the motto of the Lutheran Reformation, a confident expression of the enduring 
power and authority of God’s Word. The motto is based on 1 Peter 1:24–25. It first 
appeared in the court of Frederick the Wise in 1522. He had it sewn onto the right 
sleeve of the court’s official clothing, which was worn by prince and servant alike. It 
was used by Frederick’s successors, his brother John the Steadfast, and his nephew 
John Frederick the Magnanimous. It became the official motto of the Smalcaldic 
League and was used on flags, banners, swords, and uniforms as a symbol of the 
unity of the Lutheran laity who struggled to defend their beliefs, communities, 
families, and lives against those who were intent on destroying them. It was found 
inscribed inside churches, over doorways, on foundation stones, even on horse’s 
helmets! The VDMA logo and statement has appeared throughout Lutheran 
churches worldwide and remains an enduring motto of the Reformation to this day.
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MARTIN LUTHER’S STRUGGLE TO UNDERSTAND 
“THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD” IN HIS OWN WORDS 

I had conceived a burning desire to understand what Paul meant in his Letter to the 
Romans, but thus far there had stood in my way, not the cold blood around my heart, 
but that one word which is in chapter one: "The righteousness of God is revealed in it 
[that is:in the Gospel]." I hated that word, "righteousness of God," which, by the use and 
custom of all my teachers, I had been taught to understand philosophically as referring 
to formal or active righteousness, as they call it, i.e., that righteousness by which God is 
just and by which He punishes sinners and the unjust. 
But I, blameless monk that I was, felt that before God I was a sinner with an extremely 
troubled conscience. I couldn't be sure that God was appeased by my satisfaction. I did 
not love, no, rather I hated the righteous God who punishes sinners. In silence, if I did 
not blaspheme, then certainly I grumbled vehemently and got angry at God. I said, "Isn't 
it enough that we miserable sinners, lost for all eternity because of original sin, are 
oppressed by every kind of calamity through the Ten Commandments? Why does God 
heap sorrow upon sorrow through the Gospel and through the Gospel threaten us with 
His righteousness and His wrath?" This was how I was raging with wild and disturbed 
conscience. I constantly badgered Paul about that spot in Romans 1 and anxiously 
wanted to know what he meant.
I meditated night and day on those words until at last, by the mercy of God, I paid 
attention to their context: "The righteousness of God is revealed in it, as it is written: 'The 
righteous person lives by faith.'" 
I began to understand that in this verse the righteousness of God is that by which the 
righteous person lives by a gift of God, that is: by faith. I began to understand that this 
verse means that the righteousness of God is revealed through the Gospel, but it is a 
passive, i.e. that by which the merciful God justifies us by, as it is written: "The righteous 
person lives by faith." All at once I felt that I had been born again and entered into 
paradise itself through open gates. Immediately I saw the whole of Scriptures in a 
different light. I ran through the Scriptures from memory and found that other terms had 
analogous meanings, e.g., the work of God, that is, what God works in us; the power of 
God, by which He makes us powerful; the wisdom of God, by which He makes us wise; 
the strength of God, the salvation of God, the glory of God.
I exalted this sweetest word of mine, "the righteousness of God," with as much love as 
before I had hated it with hate! - MARTIN LUTHER
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THE DIVINE SERVICE 
   The congregation speaks and sings the words in BOLD type.   

OPENING DIALOGUE  
Please stand.

In the name of the Father and of the Son ✠ and of 
the Holy Spirit.
Amen      
(sung) All hail the pow’r of Jesus’ name! Let 

angels prostrate fall;
Bring forth the royal diadem and crown 
him Lord of all.
Bring forth the royal diadem and crown 
him Lord of all.

Blessing and honor and glory and power be unto 
the One who sits on the throne,
And to the Lamb, forever and ever.

His blood sets us free to be the people of God.
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(sung) Sinners whose love can ne’er forget the 
wormwood and the gall,
Go, spread your trophies at his feet and 
crown him Lord of all.
Go, spread your trophies at his feet and 
crown him Lord of all.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Almighty God, merciful Father, I, a troubled 
and repentant sinner, confess that I have sinned 
against you in my thoughts, my words, and my 
actions. I have not loved you with my whole 
heart; I have not loved others as I should. I am 
distressed by my sins and am deeply sorry for 
them.

Jesus’ death paid for the guilt of your sins and 
the sins of the whole world. He said to His 
people, “If you forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven.”   
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Because of the promise of our Savior Jesus, I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son ✠ and of the Holy Spirit. 
You are a dear child of God and an heir of eternal 
life!

(sung) Let ev’ry kindred, ev’ry tribe on this 
terrestrial ball
To him all majesty ascribe and crown him 
Lord of all.
To him all majesty ascribe and crown him 
Lord of all.

Fight the good fight of faith!
For the Lord, the righteous Judge, has laid up 
for us a crown of life,
For us, and for all who await his appearing.
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(sung) Oh, that with yonder sacred throng we 
at his feet may fall!
We’ll join the everlasting song and crown 
him Lord of all.
We’ll join the everlasting song and crown 
him Lord of all.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Gracious Lord, our refuge and strength, pour out 
your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep 
them steadfast in your Word, protect and comfort 
them in all temptations, defend them against all 
their enemies, and bestow on the Church your 
saving peace; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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Be seated. 
FIRST READING  |  Daniel 6:10-12,16-23

Daniel is an Israelite living in captivity in the Persian 
Empire where the King has issued a decree that 
anyone who prays to any god besides the King will be 
thrown into a den of lions.  But Daniel continues to 
trust and pray to the one true God for rescue.

Now when Daniel learned that the decree had 
been published, he went home to his upstairs 
room where the windows opened toward 
Jerusalem. Three times a day he got down on his 
knees and prayed, giving thanks to his God, just 
as he had done before.  Then these men went as a 
group and found Daniel praying and asking God 
for help.  So they went to the king and spoke to 
him about his royal decree: “Did you not publish 
a decree that during the next thirty days anyone 
who prays to any god or human being except to 
you, Your Majesty, would be thrown into the 
lions’ den?” The king answered, “The decree 
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stands—in accordance with the law of the Medes 
and Persians, which cannot be repealed.” …
So the king gave the order, and they brought 
Daniel and threw him into the lions’ den. The 
king said to Daniel, “May your God, whom you 
serve continually, rescue you!” A stone was 
brought and placed over the mouth of the den, 
and the king sealed it with his own signet ring 
and with the rings of his nobles, so that Daniel’s 
situation might not be changed.  Then the king 
returned to his palace and spent the night 
without eating and without any entertainment 
being brought to him. And he could not sleep. At 
the first light of dawn, the king got up and 
hurried to the lions’ den.  When he came near the 
den, he called to Daniel in an anguished voice, 
“Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, 
whom you serve continually, been able to rescue 
you from the lions?”  Daniel answered, “May the 
king live forever!  My God sent his angel, and he 
shut the mouths of the lions. They have not hurt 
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me, because I was found innocent in his sight. 
Nor have I ever done any wrong before you, 
Your Majesty.”  The king was overjoyed and gave 
orders to lift Daniel out of the den. And when 
Daniel was lifted from the den, no wound was 
found on him, because he had trusted in his 
God.. 

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

SECOND READING  |  Romans 3:19-28
St. Paul preaches a crystal clear distinction of Law 
and Gospel.  No one will be right with God based on 
how well they keep His commands.  The Good News of 
the Gospel is that God has declared us right with Him 
(righteous), based on the work of Jesus Christ, which 
is given to us as a gift, received in faith.  This lesson 
will be the basis for the sermon.
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“Note well, that the power of Scripture is
this: it will not be altered by the one who

studies it; instead it transforms the one who loves 
it.”   -Martin Luther



Now we know that whatever the law says, it says 
to those who are under the law, so that every 
mouth may be silenced and the whole world 
held accountable to God.  Therefore no one will 
be declared righteous in God’s sight by the works 
of the law; rather, through the law we become 
conscious of our sin.
But now apart from the law the righteousness of 
God has been made known, to which the Law 
and the Prophets testify.  This righteousness is 
given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who 
believe. There is no difference between Jew and 
Gentile,  for all have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God,  and all are justified freely by his 
grace through the redemption that came by 
Christ Jesus. God presented Christ as a sacrifice 
of atonement, through the shedding of his blood
—to be received by faith. He did this to 
demonstrate his righteousness, because in his 
forbearance he had left the sins committed 
beforehand unpunished— he did it to 
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demonstrate his righteousness at the present 
time, so as to be just and the one who justifies 
those who have faith in Jesus.  Where, then, is 
boasting? It is excluded. Because of what law? 
The law that requires works? No, because of the 
law that requires faith. For we maintain that a 
person is justified by faith apart from the works 
of the law. 

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Please stand.

THE HOLY GOSPEL  |  Matthew 10:16-23
Jesus is sending out His twelve apoostles to proclaim 
the Good News and He warns them they will face 
opposition.  In that, they have His promise: He and 
His Spirit will be with them to support them and 
speak through them.  They will not be alone as they 
are bold to proclaim the Truth of God.
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“Look, I am sending you out as sheep among 
wolves. So be as shrewd as snakes and as 
innocent as doves.  Be on guard against people. 
They will hand you over to councils, and they 
will whip you in their synagogues.  You will be 
brought into the presence of governors and kings 
for my sake, as a testimony to them and to the 
Gentiles.  Whenever they hand you over, do not 
be worried about how you will respond or what 
you will say, because what you say will be given 
to you in that hour.  In fact you will not be the 
ones speaking, but the Spirit of your Father will 
be speaking through you.
“Brother will hand over his brother to death, and 
a father will do the same with his child. Children 
will rise up against parents and have them put to 
death.  You will be hated by all people because of 
my name, but whoever endures to the end will 
be saved. And when they persecute you in one 
town, flee to the next. Amen I tell you: You will 

OCTOBER 25, 2020 | PAGE    14



not finish going through the cities of Israel before 
the Son of Man comes.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to You, O Christ.

Be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY  |  A Mighty Fortress Is Our 
God

ALL SING:
A mighty Fortress is our 
God, 
A trusty Shield and 
Weapon; 
He helps us free from ev'ry need 
That hath us now o'ertaken. 
The old evil Foe, 
Now means deadly woe: 
Deep guile and great might 
Are his dread arms in fight; 
On earth is not his equal.
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“A Mighty Fortress” is Luther’s famous 
hymn based on Psalm 46. When he was 
discouraged he would often invite those 
with him to sing it, saying, “Come, let us 
sing Psalm 46.” This battle hymn of the 
Reformation is still a favorite among 
Lutherans.



WOMEN SING:
With might of ours can naught be done, 

Soon were our loss effected; 
But for us fights the Valiant One, 

Whom God Himself elected. 
Ask ye, Who is this?— Jesus Christ it is, 

Of Sabaoth, Lord, 
And there's none other God, 

He holds the field forever. 

MEN SING:
Tho' devils all the world should fill, 

All eager to devour us, 
We tremble not, we fear no ill, 

They cannot overpow'r us. 
This world's prince may still 

Scowl fierce as he will, 
He can harm us none, 

He's judged; the deed is done; 
One little word can fell him. 

OCTOBER 25, 2020 | PAGE    16



ALL SING:
The Word they still shall let remain, 

Nor any thanks have for it;, 
He's by our side upon the plain 
With His good gifts and Spirit. 

And take they our life, 
Goods, fame, child, and wife, 

Let these all be gone, 
They yet have nothing won: 

The Kingdom ours remaineth. 

SERMON Romans 3:19-28

“Loved - apart from the Law”

 After the sermon, please stand.
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CONFESSION OF FAITHThe Smalcald Articles - 
Second Part, Article I – Published 1538  

The first chief article is this: Jesus Christ, our 
God and Lord, died for our sins and was raised 
again for our justification (Romans 4:24-25).  
He alone is the Lamb of God who takes away 
the sin of the world (John 1:29) and God has laid 
on him the iniquities of us all (Isaiah 53:6). 
All have sinned and are justified freely, without 
their own works or merits, by his grace, through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, in his 
blood (Romans 3:23-25).
This is necessary to believe. This cannot be 
otherwise acquired or grasped by any work, law 
or merit. Therefore, it is clear and certain that 
this faith alone justifies us. 
As Saint Paul says: For we hold that one is 
justified by faith apart from works of the law 
(Romans 3:28) that he might be just and the 
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justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus 
(Romans 3:26).
Nothing of this article can be yielded or 
surrendered, even though heaven and earth and 
everything else falls (Mark 13:31). For there is no 
other name under heaven given among men by 
which we must be saved (Acts 4:12). And with 
his stripes we are healed (Isaiah 53:5). 
Upon this article everything that we teach and 
practice depends.

Be seated.
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OFFERING  | Moved by God’s love in Christ, we return 
to God our first and best gifts, purely out     
of thanks to Him. 

We pause so that those who wish may use our 
app to make an offering or may place their 
offering in the plate on the table in the 
entryway.
To donate online, text princeofpeace (no 
spaces) to 77977. You’ll receive a link in 
response. Follow the link to the Prince of Peace 
secure giving page.
Worshipers can give also through the 
free Prince of Peace mobile app. Search for 
“Prince of Peace Lutheran” in app stores and 
look for our logo.

Please stand.
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 
Lord, have mercy.
For the gift of the eternal Gospel, that it may be 
so treasured among us that its glories may never 
fade in our midst or its living light be lost to us, 
let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For Mark, our Synod president; Phil, our district 
president;  Mike, our circuit pastor; and all 
pastors, that they may be kept faithful to the 
Word of truth and proclaim it boldly, let us pray 
to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all churches where the teachings of men have 
obscured the Good News of God’s grace in 
Christ, that the Holy Spirit may mercifully renew 
them in the truth of God’s gifted righteousness, 
let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the spread of the Gospel to every nation, 
tribe, language and people, that all those who 
dwell on earth may come to know and live in the 
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freedom of the Son, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, 
have mercy.
For faith to use our freedom in Christ to serve 
our neighbor in our daily callings, that we might 
bear fruit in keeping with our new lives as God’s 
children to the glory of our Father, let us pray to 
the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For God’s faithful servants of old who spoke His 
truth, let us give thanks to God; and that by His 
grace, we may one day also stand with this great 
cloud of witnesses, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, 
have mercy.

Special intercessions may be inserted here. 
Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for 
whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
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forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen.

PREFACE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is good and right so to do.

ADMONITION OF COMMUNICANTS

I admonish you in Christ that you 
look upon the Sacrament of Christ 
in true faith, above all having 
confident assurance in your hearts 
in the words by which Christ grants 
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his body and blood for the 
forgiveness of sins. That you 
remember and give thanks for his 
boundless love of which he gave 
proof when he redeemed us by his 
blood from God’s wrath, sin, death, 
and hell, and thereupon take to 
yourselves externally the bread and 
wine, that is, his body and blood, as 
your guarantee and pledge. In his 
name, therefore, and according to 
his command, let us proceed, by the 
use of his own words, to the use 
and administration of the 
Sacrament.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD JESUS

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was 
betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, 
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saying: “Take and eat. This is my ✙ body, which 
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to 
them, saying, “Drink from it all of you; this is my 
✙ blood of the new covenant, which is poured 
out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen.
 Be seated.

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

OCTOBER 25, 2020 | PAGE    25

“Dear Christians, One And All, Rejoice” was Luther’s first congregational hymn, appearing 
in print in 1524.  It is somewhat autobiographical - the first stanzas recall the guilt Luther 
felt, especially in the monastery.  Yet there was and is reason to rejoice - God sent His Son, 
Jesus Christ, to take our flesh, to live our life, to die our death and rise from the dead for our 
justification.  The joyful tune of this hymn is to reflect the joy of the forgiven sinner!



DISTRIBUTION HYMN  | Dear Christians, One and 
All, Rejoice 
A recorded choir sings this hymn and it is printed here 

for your meditation or if you wish to sing along

1 Dear Christians, one and all, rejoice,
With exultation springing,
And with united heart and voice
And holy rapture singing,
Proclaim the wonders God has done,
How His right arm the vict'ry won,
What price our ransom cost Him!
2 Fast bound in Satan's chains I lay;
Death brooded darkly o'er me.
Sin was my torment night and day;
In sin my mother bore me.
But daily deeper still I fell;
My life became a living hell,
So firmly sin possessed me.
3 My own good works all came to naught,
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No grace or merit gaining;
Free will against God's judgment fought,
Dead to all good remaining.
My fears increased till sheer despair
Left only death to be my share;
The pangs of hell I suffered.
4 But God had seen my wretched state
Before the world's foundation,
And mindful of His mercies great,
He planned for my salvation.
He turned to me a father's heart;
He did not choose the easy part
But gave His dearest treasure.
5 God said to His beloved Son:
"It's time to have compassion.
Then go, bright jewel of My crown,
And bring to all salvation.
From sin and sorrow set them free;
Slay bitter death for them that they
May live with You forever.”
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6 The Son obeyed His Father's will,
Was born of virgin mother;
And God's good pleasure to fulfill,
He came to be my brother.
His royal pow'r disguised He bore;
A servant's form, like mine, He wore
To lead the devil captive.
7 To me He said: "Stay close to Me,
I am your rock and castle.
Your ransom I Myself will be;
For you I strive and wrestle.
For I am yours, and you are Mine,
And where I am you may remain;
The foe shall not divide us.
8 "Though he will shed My precious blood,
Me of My life bereaving,
All this I suffer for your good;
Be steadfast and believing.
Life will from death the vict'ry win;
My innocence shall bear your sin,
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And you are blest forever.
9 "Now to My Father I depart,
From earth to heav'n ascending,
And, heav'nly wisdom to impart,
The Holy Spirit sending;
In trouble He will comfort you
And teach you always to be true
And into truth shall guide you.
10 "What I on earth have done and taught
Guide all your life and teaching;
So shall the kingdom's work be wrought
And honored in your preaching.
But watch lest foes with base alloy
The heav'nly treasure should destroy;
This final word I leave you." 
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After the distribution, the pastor speaks this blessing:

The true body and blood of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you to life 
everlasting.
Amen.

Please stand.
PRAYER

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have 
refreshed us with this Holy Supper. We pray that 
through it you will strengthen our faith in you 
and increase our love for one another. We ask this 
in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.
Amen.
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BLESSING 
The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make his face shine on you and be 
gracious to you.
The LORD look on you with favor and ✙ give you 
peace.
Amen.

Be seated. 
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CLOSING HYMN  | There Is A Redeemer       
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Thank you to our accompanists, Amy Sehloff and 
Monica Brandt, for adorning the Divine Service 

with music this morning!
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