
THE EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD

JANUARY 3, 2021  ✠  8:00 AM AND 10:15 AM



PRINCE OF PEACE 

    LUTHERAN CHURCH AND SCHOOL  

WWW.POPSLC.ORG             801-261-3808 

  

A SPECIAL WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS!
We’re thrilled that you are here and we want you to feel at home.  
✴ Restrooms are near the door that you came in today.
✴ The service is printed in this worship folder.  Join in as your comfortable.  

Ask anyone if you’re lost - they’ll be glad to help!
✴ We’re glad you brought your kids! We know and Jesus knows that little 

kids have a hard time sitting quietly sometimes.  They are still welcome 
here.  Jesus said: Let the little children come to me!  If your little one is 
restless, feel free to spend a minute in the entryway, you should still be 
able to hear through speakers.

✴ If you could use some hearing assistance, please ask the usher in the 
entryway, we have headsets available.

Please introduce yourself to Pastor Peil.  He would love to meet you and 
serve you however he can!

New Sunday Schedule for 2021:

8:00 am Divine Service
9:15-10:00 Family Bible Hour

10:15 am Divine Service
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THE DIVINE SERVICE 
   The congregation speaks and sings the words in BOLD type.   

OPENING HYMN  |  How Lovely Shines the Morning Star         (st. 1+2)

How lovely shines the Morning Star! 
The nations see and hail afar
The light in Judah shining.

O David's Son of Jacob's race, 
My Bridegroom and my King of grace,

For you my heart is pining.
Lowly, Holy, Great and glorious, 

O victorious Prince of graces,
Filling all the heav'nly places.

O highest joy by mortals won, 
True Son of God and Mary's Son,

The highborn King of ages!
In your blest body let me be, 

E'en as the branch is in the tree,
Your life my life supplying.

Sighing, Crying  For the savor 
Of your favor Resting never 

Till I rest in you forever.

INVOCATION 
Please stand.

In the name of the Father and of the Son ✙ and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

DIALOGUE OF PRAISE                              
The Christ has appeared.
O come, let us worship him.
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Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; 
Worship the LORD in the splendor of his holiness. (Psalm 29:2)

The Lord has made known his Word. Alleluia.
The Word of his salvation. Alleluia.
A light for revelation to the Gentiles 
And for glory to your people Israel. (Luke 2:32)

We saw his star in the east.
And have come to worship him. (Matthew 2:2)

The glory of Christ is revealed.  Let us worship him.
Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things.  All the 
ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to 
God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 
Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I 
have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what 
is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment 
both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in 
my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

silence for personal reflection

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to 
be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and 
by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son ✙ and of the Holy Spirit.   
Amen.
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THE WORD OF GOD

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Lord God, by the leading of a star You once made known to the nations Your 
one and only Son.  Guide us, also, who know Him now by faith, to come at 
last to the perfect joy of Your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.
Amen.

Be seated. 

FIRST READING  |  Numbers 25:15-17a

Then he uttered his oracle: "The oracle of Balaam son of Beor, the oracle of 
one whose eye sees clearly,  the oracle of one who hears the words of God, 
who has knowledge from the Most High, who sees a vision from the 
Almighty, who falls prostrate, and whose eyes are opened: "I see him, but not 
now; I behold him, but not near. A star will come out of Jacob; a scepter will 
rise out of Israel.” 

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

SECOND READING  |  Romans 11:13-15, 28-32
Inasmuch as I am the apostle to the Gentiles, I make much of my ministry in 
the hope that I may somehow arouse my own people to envy and save some 
of them.  For if their rejection is the reconciliation of the world, what will 
their acceptance be but life from the dead? […]
As far as the gospel is concerned, they are enemies on your account; but as 
far as election is concerned, they are loved on account of the patriarchs, for 
God's gifts and his call are irrevocable.  Just as you who were at one time 
disobedient to God have now received mercy as a result of their 
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disobedience,  so they too have now become disobedient in order that they 
too may now receive mercy as a result of God's mercy to you.  For God has 
bound all men over to disobedience so that he may have mercy on them all.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
Please stand.

THE HOLY GOSPEL  |  Matthew 2:1-12

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, 
Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, "Where is the one who has 
been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to 
worship him." 
When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 
When he had called together all the people's chief priests and teachers of the 
law, he asked them where the Christ was to be born.  "In Bethlehem in Judea," 
they replied, "for this is what the prophet has written: 
" 'But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the 
rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler  who will be the shepherd of 
my people Israel.'" 
Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time 
the star had appeared. He sent them to Bethlehem and said, "Go and make a 
careful search for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I 
too may go and worship him." 
After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had 
seen in the east went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the 
child was. When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 
On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they 
bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and 
presented him with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh. And having 
been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their 
country by another route.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to You, O Christ.
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HYMN OF THE DAY  | How Lovely Shines the Morning Star         (st. 3+4)

O mighty Father, in your Son 
You loved me ere you had begun
This ancient world's foundation.

Your Son has made a friend of me, 
And when in spirit him I see,

I joy in tribulation.
What bliss Is this! He is living, 

To me giving  Life forever; 
Nothing me from him can sever.

Oh, joy to know that you, my Friend, 
Are Lord, beginning without end,

The first and last, eternal!
And you at length -- O glorious grace -- 

Will take me to that holy place,
The home of joys supernal.

Amen, Amen! Come and meet me, 
Quickly greet me! With deep yearning,

Lord, I look for your returning.

SERMON Matthew 2:1-12 “Another way out”
 After the sermon, please stand.

APOSTLES CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
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The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Be seated.

OFFERING  | Moved by God’s love in Christ, we return to God our first and best gifts, purely out 
    of thanks to Him. 

We pause so that those who wish may use our app to make an offering or may place 
their offering in the plate on the table in the entryway.
To donate online, text princeofpeace (no spaces) to 77977. You’ll receive a link in 
response. Follow the link to the Prince of Peace secure giving page.

Please stand.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord Jesus Christ, as the old year comes to a close, we are reminded of how 
swiftly life passes. We are strangers and pilgrims in this world; our real home 
is with you in heaven. Help us to keep our eyes on that heavenly goal and 
not to become distracted by the temporary joys of this life which soon pass 
away. 
Everything may change and decay, but You, O Lord, remain the same.
Because the danger of the devil and the world and our own sinful flesh is real 
and the fight of faith is critical, be at our side every moment of the year that 
lies ahead. Be a permanent and honored member of our families. 
Cleanse us from our sins, and we shall be white as snow.
You know us better than we know ourselves. You know the sins and 
rebellious patterns of our lives. Though we have often left you, you have not 
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left us. You have reclaimed us from the way of death and restored us to your 
kingdom of life. 
In the temptations that yet lie in the future, even in this coming year, abide 
with your grace, and equip us to overcome them all.

Lord Jesus, you have destroyed the terror of death and robbed it of its victory. 
Abide with us then, to the very end of life as we eagerly wait for our eternal 
home. 
And there—free from all the troubles and dangers of this earthly life—we 
shall abide with you, and you with us, forever.

At the beginning of a new year, we are looking back on what was and 
looking forward to what may be. Some among our family of believers have 
endured heart-rending grief and trials in the past year. Some have silently 
borne hurts known only to you and them. Others have experienced 
unexpected joys. We ask you to come to us all tonight and do what only you 
can: assure us that you will never leave us, no matter what. Promise us yet 
again that you will never abandon us. Teach us to rely on the promises you 
have made. Lead us to believe that these words from you will never change, 
even if all else does. 
Establish our faith on the solid foundation of your grace.

Special intercessions may be inserted here.
Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 
Your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE HOLY SACRAMENT

PREFACE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is good and right so to do.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD JESUS
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when 
he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take 
and eat. This is my ✙ body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance 
of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from 
it all of you; this is my ✙ blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for 
you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen.
 Be seated.

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Children and those who are not communicant members of our church may come forward 
for a blessing. Those who do are asked to cross their arms on their chest to indicate this. 
Prince of Peace practices closed communion, because the Bible teaches it and because we 
love you.  That means we ask that only members of Prince of Peace or other 
congregations in our fellowship take the Lord’s Supper this morning. 
Please speak to Pastor Peil about communing with us in the future if you’re not part of 
our congregation!  Thank you for your understanding.

DISTRIBUTION HYMN  |  As With Gladness Men of Old

As with gladness men of old Did the guiding star behold,
As with joy they hailed its light, Leading onward, beaming bright,

So, most gracious Lord, may we Evermore your foll'wers be.
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As with joyful steps they sped, Savior, to your lowly bed,
There to bend the knee before You whom heav'n and earth adore,

So may we with willing feet Ever seek your mercy seat.

As they offered gifts most rare At your cradle, rude and bare,
So may we with holy joy, Pure and free from sin's alloy,

All our costliest treasures bring, Christ, to you, our heav'nly King.

Holy Jesus, ev'ry day Keep us in the narrow way;
And, when earthly things are past, Bring our ransomed souls at last
Where they need no star to guide, Where no clouds your glory hide.

In the heav'nly country bright Need they no created light;
You its light, its joy, its crown, You its sun which goes not down.

There forever may we sing Alleluias to our King!

After the distribution, the pastor speaks this blessing:

The true body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen and 
keep you to life everlasting. Amen.

BLESSING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN  | How Lovely Shines the Morning Star         (st. 5)

Lift up the voice and strike the string, 
Let all glad sounds of music ring
In God's high praises blended.

Christ will be with me all the way, 
Today, tomorrow, ev'ry day

Till trav'ling days are ended.
Sing out, Ring out Triumph glorious, 

O victorious Chosen nation;
Praise the God of your salvation.

Thank you to Jessica Becker for adorning our Epiphany celebration with music!
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Utah Christians still have one more Christmas gift to unwrap: Epiphany is this 
weekend 

Salt Lake Tribune |By Bob Mims | Jan. 4, 2018 
Christians in Utah and throughout the world will celebrate Epiphany this weekend, ending the liturgical calendar’s 
Twelve Days of Christmas, with rituals both sacred and personal. 
But here is an epiphany about Epiphany: Long before there was a Christmas Day, Epiphany served as the ancient 
church’s counter to older pagan winter solstice rites. 
“The tradition of keeping Jesus’ birthday came after the Epiphany had made its way onto the church calendar,” says the 
Rev. Canon Mary June Nestler of the Episcopal Diocese of Utah. “Most historians put the ‘invention’ of Christmas Day in 
the fourth century. 
“[It is placed] at the darkest time of the year, so Christ, the coming light, makes sense,” she adds. “Epiphany is, then, 
the time that light burst forth to all.” 
Historians note that Christians were celebrating Epiphany (from the Greek “epiphaneia” or “shining forth”) as early as 
A.D. 200. It wasn’t until A.D. 320 that Rome’s Pope Sylvester decreed a separate “Christ’s Mass” on Dec. 25 to 
elevate Jesus’ birthday — though its true date remains disputed — as a singular event. […] 
Lutherans honor Epiphany for revealing “who the Christ child is, and why he has come into the world,” says the Rev. 
Tyler Peil, pastor of Taylorsville’s Prince of Peace Lutheran Church. 
During Sunday’s services, Peil and his flock will hear the prophetic, messianic words of Isaiah 60:1: “Arise, shine; for 
thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee.” 
“Epiphany is part of our annual journey from the manger to the cross and on to Easter,” Peil says. “The weeks following 
the visit of the wise men bring us Jesus’ baptism, where he is announced to be the Son of God.” 
To Eastern Orthodox Christians, it is that baptism — and scriptural accounts of the Holy Spirit appearing as a dove over 
the dripping Jesus as a voice from heaven declares his divine heritage — that remains the heart of Epiphany. 
Eastern Christians commemorate Epiphany, also called Theophany (Greek for a “visible manifestation of deity”), on Jan. 
6 followed, on Jan. 7, by the Name Day, or Synaxis of St. John the Baptist, revered as the forerunner of Christ. […] 
“On Christmas, God appeared as a man, on Epiphany this man manifests himself as God to the world,” Pastor Peil says. 
“In this season of Epiphany, the Christmas gift is unwrapped.” 

PRINCE OF PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH AND SCHOOL 
www.popslc.org  www.facebook.com/poplutheranslc 801.261.3808 

Tyler Peil, Pastor   tyler.peil@popslc.org  cell: 402.936.3655 
Michael Paulsen, Principal mike.paulsen@popschool.org cell: 262.490.4772
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